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Many Lewis students have been helped by the OWL, including ELL Education major Alia Alghamdi. She states, “The OWL is a 

 very useful tool for me as a non-native English speaker   

to polish my writing and submit the best version of it. I  

totally recommend it for everyone!” Majed Aburas, an 

Education major, also praises the OWL, saying, “It helps 

to remove stress. For me, the resources on thesis, main 

idea, transitions, organization, and grammar help to 

resolve these issues in my projects.” Resources also  

provide assistance to writing tutors, who use them to 

enhance sessions. Tutor Maggie Ciezobka particularly 

enjoys using the APA Reference Guide, saying, “It is 

great because it is written in student-friendly language. 

The reference includes information and examples on 

common APA concerns from the current 6th edition. It 

includes information on: title pages, abstracts, level 

headings, in-text citations, and reference pages.”  
 

The OWL is now available for access through the 

MyCampus portal, making it easier than ever to find all 

Writing Center information. Be sure to check out the 

resources and offer any suggestions for additional  

    materials.  
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The OWL has resources on many different topics! 

Working on a resume? Need to add design  

to your final project? The OWL can help!  

Offering job resources and guides for  

incorporating color and typography into  

your project, the OWL is a great place to  

gain new insight to strengthen these  

aspects of your writing process. Available 

job resources include: Cover Letter  

Outline, Graduate School Personal  

Statement, Resume Checklist, and Resume 

Design. Stay tuned as brand-new resources 

are added in this category! The Typography 

and Using Color resources are the perfect  

tools to help add those finishing touches  

to your project. 

Did You Know?? 

Two years since the initial launch of the Lewis Online Writing Lab 

(lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com), the resource has proven essential in aiding 

the Lewis community with writing projects. With handouts covering topics in all 

areas of the writing process, the OWL is a one-stop shop for students and faculty to 

obtain the writing support they are looking for. Additional information about all  

services, writing workshops, faculty programs (Mobile Tutoring), and helpful  

articles can be found on the site. 
 

Located on the OWL homepage, articles contain tips and links to resources on how 

to be a successful writing student. The most recent article, “10 Effective Study Tips 

for the Busy College Student” by graduating senior Brittany Gorski, provides  

guidelines on how to maximize study time with strategies for prioritizing material 

and different methods for reviewing. “Designing Presentations: PowerPoint and 

Prezi Do’s and Don’ts” by Lewis alumni Dominique Dusek and Kelly Lyons is integral 

to developing polished and professional presentation documents. Stay tuned for newly added articles each semester. 
 

New to the Center is the Resource Bins – folders positioned on the brick wall for students, faculty, and tutoring staff to access. 

Filled with resources from the OWL, it provides writers access to printed versions of our most popular handouts,  

including: APA, MLA, and Chicago Style Reference Guides, Rhetorical Analysis, Prewriting Tips, Creating Effective Thesis  

Statements, Organizing an Essay, and Using Commas. Please stop by and grab a handout when in the library. 
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“The OWL is a very useful tool for me as a non-native English speaker to polish my writing and 

submit the best version of it. I totally recommend it for everyone!”  ~ Alia Alghamdi 
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This I Believe Event 

This semester, Lewis hosted the 5th Annual Celebration of 

Scholarship, a symposium dedicated to sharing in the  

research and scholarly endeavors of students and faculty. 

Several Writing Center tutors presented  projects this  

semester, including: Maggie Ciezobka, Hayley Rife,  

Joe Laraia, and Brittany Gorski. 
 

Teamed up with former writing tutor, Brianna Harris,  

Maggie’s topic covered Multicultural Poetry and At Risk  

Students. The writers’ research focused on how bringing 

this poetry to diverse classrooms  allows students to  

connect with writing. Hayley and Joe presented Strategies 

Using Music as an Instrument for Enhancing Teaching in  

English Language Arts Classrooms, focusing on how music 

can be used to increase comprehension in the classroom,  

specifically regarding English and language arts. Music  

becomes the vehicle for instruction and to connect with  

students on a more personal level. 
 

Brittany presented an individual project on Mental  

Illness in the American Prison System and explored how 

the lack of funding for mental health programs does not 

provide adequate services to these individuals, potentially 

making their condition worse. She also focused on the idea 

transinstitutionalization of the mentally ill from hospitals to 

prisons has resulted from the failed goal of  

deinstitutionalization. 
 

All presentations offered new insight into these engaging 

topics. Congratulations to all who participated! 

Join the Writing Center in congratulating  

tutors Sabrina Parr and Sarah Ford on  

placing in the Windows Fine Arts magazine! 

Sabrina’s piece, “The Blind Eye,” about a 

wife discovering her husband’s affair and the  

fall-out, won first place in the Poetry  

category. The piece, originally created for her 

intermediate Creative Writing class with Dr. 

Simone Muench, was inspired by choosing words from a 

book that were then used to develop a poem. Sabrina is  

excited to have placed in Windows and says, “This  

experience has taught me that anything can be inspiration 

for a piece and the revision process for any type of writing is 

very important.” 

Sarah’s piece, “Love Slam,” about stereotypes surrounding 

the vague ideas of love and its perceptions in society, won 

second place in the Poetry category. Her piece was  

developed for Dr. Muench’s Advanced Creative Writing 

class, where students were asked to create a poem based on 

a line from a published poem and three words chosen by 

the class. Specifically she was given the words, “phthalo,” 

“ish kabibble,” and “teak.” Sarah is proud to be a published 

writer and is eager to continue writing and submitting to 

literary magazines and journals. “I am so grateful that  

others enjoyed my poem enough to say that it belongs with 

their magazine,” she says. Congratulations and good luck to 

both tutors as they continue writing and sharing their work 

with the world!  

Celebration of Scholarship  WC Windows Winners!  

On Monday, April 25th, the Writing Center and DISCOVER Initiative celebrated the 8th Annual This I Believe event.  

Approximately 50 people were in attendance, including Br. James Gaffney F.S.C. The program allowed the Lewis community to 

come together through Association as students shared original pieces about their core beliefs.  
 

Inspired by the 1950s radio program that was created to inspire a nation divided during the Cold War, the This I Believe  

campaign strives to accomplish a similar task of bringing people together through the written word. Lewis has adopted the  

enthusiasm fostered from This I Believe as both students and faculty presented their own essays on what they believe in and the 

events that inspired them. 
 

Writing tutor and English/Secondary Education major, Angelica Estrada shared her piece, “I Believe in Dirty Shoes,” using this 

imagery as a metaphor for the messy twists and turns that life can bring. She says, “My favorite part of the event was listening 

to everyone else's writing and being able to hear and experience a part of their core values. The pieces were funny, personal, 

entertaining, raw, emotional, and very moving overall.” 
 

English major Kathaleen McDonald read her piece about memories from her childhood 

spent with her grandparents.  “I thought I'd be really nervous presenting,” she said about her 

participation in the event, “but once I got up there and started speaking I found it very  

empowering and exhilarating.”  
 

The essays made the audience laugh, cry, and walk away with new insight on life and the 

world. The event was a great opportunity for the Lewis community to hear a variety of  

stories and personal philosophies.  
 

Presenters Included: Dr. Michael Cunningham, Keanu Taylor, Julia Mach, Magdalena Ciezobka, Margaret 

Grabowski, Angelica Estrada, Sabrina Parr, Samantha Gennet, Dr. Erica Kwiatkowski-Egizio, Abbey Pluth,  
Kathaleen McDonald, and Jessie Pudelek 

See pages 4 and 6 for photos of our presenters 

Angelica Estrada and 

Kathaleen McDonald 
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Writing Resources For Students and Faculty  

ELL Exclusive: Listening to English 
By Prof. Jasmine Castillo 

New OWL Link on MyCampus 

Tutor Tips 

“When writing a thesis statement, try listing all the  

subtopics that will be discussed in the paper and tie them 

together with the purpose. This is a good way to preview 

what the paper is about, as well as why it is important.”  

~ Hayley R. 

“Talking about my writing with someone is a great way to 

rid yourself of writer’s block. The different points of view 

help to break up mental blocks.” ~ Kirsten R. 

“Attention-getters can and should vary depending on your 

audience. In a more conversational piece, using humor or 

sarcasm might create an effective first sentence. For a  

formal paper, beginning with a hypothetical story or  

surprising facts would be a good way to capture your  

audience’s attention.” ~ Natalie L. 

“For conclusions, it’s always good 

to have a WUS, or Wrap Up  

Sentence, to end your piece that 

reflects the main idea of your  

paper. This inspires your  

audience to keep thinking about 

your piece after they’ve finished 

reading it.” ~ Melissa L. 

It is now easier than ever to 

access awesome writing  

resources. The new quick 

link on the MyCampus 

dashboard directs you right 

to the Lewis OWL’s  

homepage. Represented by 

the Writing Center’s 

thought bubbles, the button can be found in the  

lower right corner of the Launch Pad. The OWL is 

your go-to service for any questions you may have 

on any steps in the writing process, WC services, 

workshops, and more. Check back often for new  

resources!   

Do you find listening to English challenging? Are you interested 

in learning new strategies for improving your conversation skills? 

Here are some strategies we use when we listen in our native  

language.  

 

What do we do when we listen in our native language? 
 

1. We edit out redundancy 

2. We use reduced forms 
 

We edit out redundancy… 

In spoken language, we repeat ideas and information quite  

frequently.  This gives us a chance to collect our thoughts as we 

speak, but it also gives the listener a break because every single 

word is not important to the meaning.  
 

Why is this difficult for language learners?  

 We assume that every new phrase contains new  

 information.  
 

Here is a strategy to use: Listen for key words!  

Learn to use redundancy to your advantage when you’re the one 

speaking. Repeat a phrase or two as you  

gather your thoughts.   
 

We use reduced forms 

Native speakers often push words together when they speak, 

making several words sound like one. They also leave out words 

of phrases relying on one or two words to convey a lot of  

meaning.  
 

Example: “What did you all do?” sounds like “Whadyalldo?” 

 The answer to “When will you be back?” might be “Tomorrow, 

 maybe.”  These two words express the thought “I might be 

back tomorrow, but I might not.” 
 

Why is this difficult for language learners?  

 Language learners often learn only full forms in class, and 

these reduced forms can be confusing because they may 

sound like a completely new word or an incomplete idea.   
 

 Reduced forms appear most frequently in casual  

conversation.  
 

Here is a strategy to use: Context can help a lot here, but 

these irregular forms will become more familiar with time. 

Don’t be afraid to ask a question like this one, “Sorry, I didn’t 

catch that.”  This is less formal than “Could you please repeat 

that” and fits more naturally into casual conversation.        
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Spring Tutor Farewells 

Good luck, Jessie! 

Change is all around us, from the 

blossoming trees to the drip drop 

of sudden rain. The Writing  

Center experiences changes each 

semester as new tutors join and 

experienced tutors graduate. This 

year we are saying farewell to one 

of our most enthusiastic tutors -- 

Jessie Pudelek, who is one of our  

Graduate Assistants and a  

graduate writing specialist.  

 

Jessie has been with the Writing Center for two years, 

and during this time she was helped tutors and writers 

through one-on-one tutoring and mobile tutoring, 

writing workshops, and OWL support. Jessie goes  

beyond the general expectations of a tutor to ensure 

the writers she assists feel comfortable and confident 

in their writing during each session. Her bright  

personality and creativity have helped the Writing  

Center to continue being a positive and welcoming  

environment in which writers and tutors can feel  

supported and safe. 

 

Jessie will be graduating with a Master’s in  

Informational Security, having already earned a  

Bachelor’s of Science in the same field. Even though we 

will miss her greatly, we have no doubts that she will 

be successful in all her future endeavors. 

 

As she begins her journey, and in honor of her love of 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkein: “May the wind under 

your wings bear you where the sun sails and the moon 

walks.” Good luck, Jessie! 

Farewell, Abbey! 

Adios, Brittany! 
Join us as we say goodbye and good luck to 

graduating tutor, Brittany! Not only is she 

graduating with a BS in Accounting from the 

College of Business but has also achieved 

Honors from the Scholar’s Academy. In  

January 2017, she will be starting as an  

auditor for PricewaterhouseCoopers and is 

applying to graduate school at DePaul  

University to become a CPA. She plans to 

keep active in the academic and teaching 

community through volunteer work at a 

school or youth group as she loves helping others.  

 

Her favorite memory from the Center occurred during her first  

semester tutoring. Two friends made appointments with her back

-to-back and didn’t realize they had done so. Eventually the  

students engaged in a friendly competition to see who had the 

stronger paper, providing a fun way to improve both  

assignments simultaneously. Through the process of helping  

others with their work, Brittany has learned many lessons she will 

take with her into her professional career, including how to adapt 

to different learning styles as a means to communicate  

information effectively. Good luck, Brittany! It looks like you have 

a bright future ahead of you. 

The Writing Center wishes luck to tutor  

Abbey as she graduates with a  

degree in psychology! After graduation, 

she is planning to take prerequisite  

sciences courses at Joliet Junior College 

to help apply for nursing school at the  

University of St. Francis. Her long term 

goal is to earn her Bachelor of Science 

in Nursing. She hopes to apply her  

psychology degree in her future nursing 

practice. 

Abbey will always remember the people she’s met in the  

Center, not just the other tutors but also the students she’s 

helped that have become friends. She is eager to continue 

learning and growing in her education, as working in the  

Center has taught her much about writing and life; lessons 

that she will take with her into the future. Her bright, sunny 

personality will surely be missed. Thank you, Abbey and good 

luck in all your future endeavors. 

By Ashley Castillo 

Celebration of Scholarship: Maggie Ciezobka and Brianna 

Harris pose by their poster. 
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Jet Fuel Launches 11th Issue 

Tutor Testimonials - Alexis A, Athletic Training 

Tutor Testimonials - Angelica E, English & Education 

Where Are They Now? 

“Completing my second semester as a tutor in the 

Writing Center, the amount of skills I’ve learned 

just by interacting with other writers is  

astonishing. As a tutor, my goal is to not only help 

the writers with their assignment, but assist them 

in their writing as a whole so that they feel more 

confident in their writing. It’s such a rewarding 

feeling to be able to help others in this setting. 

With writing being an outlet for self-expression, I 

thoroughly enjoy listening to all the different  

writers that come in and doing what I can to help 

them improve their overall vision.  All the other Writing Center 

tutors and staff are super fun and helpful to be around as well. I’m 

so thankful I was able to become a Writing Center tutor and can’t 

wait to see what future appointments come my way!”  

“Working at the Writing Center has taught me a lot. 

Prior to becoming a tutor I knew that I  

wanted to eventually become a teacher, but was  

uncomfortable sharing my own writing with  

others. Since then, I have learned how valuable 

having a conversation about your writing with  

another person can be. Through working at the 

Writing Center, I have found that talking greatly 

reduces the amount of stress a writer is feeling. I 

see working here as a really great opportunity to 

meet new people and show others that getting help with your  

writing is not embarrassing, scary, or difficult. The environment 

that the Center has established is awesome for learning new ways 

to improve your writing or even just discover your writing process. 

I am happy to be a part of a community that fosters learning and 

minimizes judgement.” 

Being a tutor at the Writing Center means becoming 
part of a community of writers that stay in touch long 
after graduation. As part of this community, it is not 
unusual to connect and share with each other. We 
recently caught up with two of our past tutors, Ryan 
Arciero and Stephanie Raga, who have entered into 
the world of teaching.  
 

Ryan Arciero, 2013 Lewis grad, now works at a high 
school in Florida teaching English II Honors for  
sophomores. Ryan also helps with his school’s Debate 
team, composed of students from all grade levels. He 
shared that his experiences at the Writing Center have 
helped him immensely as a teacher. Particularly, “I 
have learned that writing is not solely an individual 
task. We can all improve our writing by sharing it with 
others, engaging in the peer review process, and being 
open to revision.”  
 

When asked what piece of advice he has for fellow 
tutors, Ryan said that it is important to “encourage 
students to talk about their writing, to read the piece 
out loud, and to preface the objective with their own 
thoughts and ideas [to] enable them to take an active 
role in shaping their work. It is also a great way to 
break the ice!” 
 

Ryan was also named Teacher of the Month this past 
March. Congratulations, Ryan! 
 

Stephanie Raga, a 2014 Lewis grad, is currently  
teaching at Fairview International School in Penang, 
Malaysia as the language and literature teacher for 
grades 10 and 11, and the ELA teacher for grades 7-9. 
She reminisces about her time as a tutor, sharing that 
“What I enjoyed the most about tutoring was being 
able to interact with students from many different 
majors. I was able to meet many people that I might 
not have had the opportunity to meet otherwise.” 
 

Like Ryan, Stephanie also has some advice for our 
tutors, which is “to always give 110% while you are 
tutoring. Some may think that being a tutor is a minor 
position to have, but tutors really do make a  
difference. Just know that you are impacting 
someone's life whether it be academically or socially, 
so always give your all during a session.” 
 

We are happy to know that our tutors are doing well 
and have amazing opportunities to help others.  

By Ashley Castillo 

Jet Fuel Review launched their 11th issue on April 21st, featuring the 
JFR editors and guest readers including: Dr. Crowder (Physics), Dr. 
Rentfro (Education), Mr. Ruane (Ministry), Dr. Keleher (Chemistry), 
Dr. Sipma-Dysico (Sociology), and others. The 11th issue  featured a 
special section of Bout-Rimes, a form of sonnet consisting of specified 
end rhymes. The 11th issue features 11 Bout-Rimes, highlighting a  
diverse group of topics. Visit www.jetfuelreview.com to check them 
out. After a successful issue launch, the editors hosted a Throwback 
Thursday Dance in the student union, featuring songs from the 80’s, 
90’s, and early 2000’s. Poetry, marketing, and development editor, 
Michael Cotter, who helped organize the dance, commented on the fun 
night, saying, “Who doesn't love breaking out some hot boyband dance 
moves and have it be completely  
acceptable?” 

Left to Right: Stephanie Raga and Ryan Arciero 

By Sabrina Parr 

Continued on Page 6 
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For information about services, contact:  

Dr. Jennifer Consilio 

Writing Center Director 

consilje@lewisu.edu 

(815) 836-5727 lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com 

Summer Birthdays 

Jessie P. — May 15 

Sarah F. — June 1 

Sabrina P. — June 4 

Angelica E. — June 17 

Kirsten R. — August 11 

Student Testimonials 

“I love the one-on-one assistance in the Writing Center to 

get specific information on what to do to improve  
your writing.” 

“The services in the Writing Center help you to see how 

well you are doing, what you need work on, and helps to 
build up your confidence.” 

“I definitely recommend the Writing Center to other  

students. It gives you the chance to sit down with a  
tutor and hear an outside perspective on your piece.” 

“I have gone to the Writing Center several times and 

have continued seeing improvements in my writing!” 

Above: 

Brittany Gorski 

Celebration  

of  

Scholarship 

Right: 

Hayley Rife and  

Joe Laraia 

When asked about JFR, Managing Editor, Jessica  

Jordan, shared, “Jet Fuel Review: asks students and 

alumni with different backgrounds, with different  

majors, and aesthetics to come together to create a  

journal- in only a semester. It’s crazy fun, and  

sometimes crazy stressful but probably one of the best 

and most beneficial experiences I’ve had in my four 

years at Lewis.” Congratulations JFR on 11 issues! 

Continued from Page 5 


