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Lewis Writers Share Stories on Beliefs and Values 

 

On Writing 

 

Spring 2014 Biannual Newsletter 

This I Believe presenters Nader Batayeh, Melissa Carrington, Takesia Campbell, David 

DeSchepper, Dominique Dusek, Nicole Forecki, Stephanie Hernandez, Kelly Lyons, Symone 

McCoy, Rebecca Mock, Justin Van, and Victoria Vega pose for a photo before the event. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Twelve Lewis University students from a variety of majors presented personal essays in the       

D’Arcy Great Room at the Writing Center’s annual This I Believe event on Monday, April 14. 

This I Believe is an international organization engaging people in writing and sharing essays 

describing core values that guide our daily lives. Over 100,000 This I Believe essays have been 

written and archived at thisibelieve.org, heard in public radio, chronicled through books, and 

featured in weekly podcasts. 

The purpose of the This I Believe project is to encourage students to share essays that describe 

events that influence their daily lives.  Since 2004, the independent campaign has been influencing 

youth and young adults from all walks of life.  Many English classes integrate the This I Believe 

campaign into their curriculum as an incorporating voice to strengthen students’ writing 

skills.  

English major, Symone McCoy presented her This I Believe essay from her Advanced Writing 

course. Symone said, “It gave me the opportunity to express myself through my writing and 

was a great chance for me to talk about something I believe in.”  

At first, Symone said she felt nervous, but when she was announced to read her essay, she said 

it felt great to convey her thoughts and ideas to others.  

 

 

(Page 6 - Tutors Bianca Apato and Delia 

Ercoli smile for the camera after  

Celebration of Scholarship. 



This I Believe > > > 

“My topic was on coincidence and how it positively affected my life,” Symone stated.  

“Looking back, I’m very glad I took the opportunity to take part in the event and would 

love to participate again.”  

Nader Batayeh, elective studies major, felt nervous about presenting at This I Believe.    

After feeling reassured and supported by Writing Center Director, Dr. Consilio,    

Nader shared his essay on “Snow Persons.” 

“Many of my classmates are writing or English majors and I am not.  With their support, 

presenting my essay worked out well.”  Nader jokingly said, “I think I was more nervous 

because there are parts of my essay that were supposed to be funny, but I was afraid I 

would hear crickets instead!” 

In Nader’s essay, he reminisced building “Snow Persons” with his son who is currently 

away at college.  “I believe in building snowmen, or to be politically correct, snowpersons, 

with a child,” Nader presented. 

Nader learned as long as you have support from your professor, you can learn a new skill 

and find enjoyment in reading and writing. 

Melissa Carrington, junior creative and professional writing major, chose to present at 

This I Believe because she finds writing to be an enriching experience. 

 

 

 

 

Melissa presented on her belief of the “magic of breath,” which developed through the 

experience of almost losing her mother.  Melissa said, “I can’t say for sure, but in the   

moment, I felt I had affected some in a positive way, which was a wonderful experience.  

Ultimately that is the goal of each essay—to share and inspire.”   

 

To get involved in the This I Believe initiative, visit thisibelieve.org. 

 

Symone McCoy moves the audience 

with her piece on divine intervention. 

Melissa Carrington speaks to a room filled with students, staff, and faculty during the This I    

Believe event. 
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All About Mike:  
 
The Writing Center              
Welcomes New Graduate 
Writing Specialist 
 

Name: Michael Bulfin 

Education:  

BA in History, Northwestern University  

MA in African Studies, University of                

Los Angeles California 

MA in Geography, University of Iowa 

Ph.D in Educational Leadership, Lewis          

University (Currently)   
 

Current Position: Full time staff member 

teaching history and coordinating the          

International Mission Outreach for the Office 

of Mission and Identity, and Graduate Writing 

Specialist in the Writing Center 

Hobbies: Coaching Lewis rugby, X-Box,     

college football, and the Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Nader Batayeh amuses the crowd with 

essay on Snow Persons. “Some may call it fate, others luck, or for many a sign of divine             

intervention; however, I consider most incidences a product of              

coincidence.”  - Symone McCoy 

“I admire the essays for what they represent, and I enjoy hearing    

others read their own. I think the idea of sharing personal beliefs and 

philosophies can be uplifting and inspiring.” - Melissa Carrington 



Sidebar Story 

Headline 

Sidebars complement a main 

article. Use them when you 

want to keep your main articles 

direct and information packed, 

but you still want to share extra 

or supplementary content. 

For example, if your main story 

is about your new building 

plans, consider using the side-

bar to talk about the history of 

the land plot, or to tell a story 

of your first encounter with the 

3 

Ashley Castillo 

English major with focus on            

professional writing / art minor 

English language and literature major 

with a minor in philosophy 

“A goodbye is never painful unless you are never going to 

say hello again.”  - Unknown 

What will you miss most about 

working in the Writing Center?  

“I am going to miss my peers when I 

graduate. However, because of my 

experience working on Jet Fuel and in 

the Writing Center, I feel that I am 

ready to take on a job in my field.”  

 

What is your hope for the future? 
 
“I hope that writers continue to       

benefit from the Writing Center, 

and that the tutors take advantage of 

this experience. “ 

Stephanie Raga 

How do you feel about graduating? 

“Bittersweet! I know I will miss my 

professors, peers, and my time in the 

Writing Center!” 

 

What did you learn from tutoring 

in the Writing Center?  

 

“I really enjoyed working here        

because it showed me that writers 

can learn from their peers and      

encourage one another. One of the 

most enriching experiences is being 

able to develop my peers writing 

skills while working in a one-on-one 

setting.” 

Samantha Agins Mark Jacobs 

What is your favorite memory of         

tutoring?  

“Giving presentations on the Writing     
Center during the Polar Votex! I       

bundled up to bare the elements. That 

just shows my passion for helping     

others learn.” 

What will you miss about Lewis?  

“The comfort! Moving on to a new 

school and new job opportunities are 

always scary but I'm ready for a new 

experience.” 

Psychology major 

Q & A with Graduating Tutors 

What did you learn from working in 

the Writing Center?  
 
“It is really inspiring to see students visit 

the Writing Center ready and eager 

for their educational adventure ahead.”  

 

What is your hope for the future? 
 
“I hope to secure a stable, full time job 

with a company that is respected and 

well-established, offering both salary and 

some semblance of benefits.  Aside from 

that, I intend to learn to fly, and write 

the great American novel.” 

Air Traffic Control major with a       

mathematics and aircraft dispatch minor 

Life’s a Beach with Carrie Jones 

By Donna Lordi, Writing Center Graduate Assistant 

Much as the seasons change with the time, so does the 

Writing Center.  New tutors join and our old                      

companions graduate.  This year we are saying farewell 

to one of our most indispensable staff members—

Carolyn Jones, Writing Center graduate assistant. 

 

Carrie has been with the Writing Center for two 

years.  During this time she has not only brought us skill 

and creativity, but has shared with us her sunshine and 

upbeat personality.   

 

Carrie loves the beach, and I can think of no better       

analogy for her. It’s a place of sunshine and good           

memories, and those are two things that remain here 

even though she will be gone.   
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Jet Fuel Review Launches Issue  7 
By Ashley Castillo 
  
Jet Fuel Review is an online, international literary journal housed in                        

Lewis University’s English Department. The journal is run by Lewis students under 

the supervision of Dr. Jackie White and Dr. Simone Muench.  

This semester marks the seventh release of Jet Fuel, which was released on April 

24th. This issue features renounced writers such as Michael Anania and Cecilia 

Pinto, as well as student work from Theresa Marten and alum Lucas Bolter.  

This issue also marks the beginning of Jet Fuel Review’s appearance reinvention. 

Under the supervision of Dr. Jennifer Consilio, editors Tim Fitzpatrick, Melissa        

Carrington, and Stephanie Raga, alongside Lewis student Caitlin Connelly,         

created a new logo for the Review.   

Current Managing Editor, Tim Fitzpatrick, said, “Caitlyn, Melissa, Stephanie and I all 

created different options.  We thought Melissa’s option seemed simple and clean.  

The zigzags, for example, were representative of Jet Fuel’s mission to break     

boundaries.”  

Jet Fuel’s editorial staff is also working towards launching a newly design website in 

the fall. “The idea behind the new website is to make it more upbeat, more inviting, 

easier to navigate, and easier to read,” Tim said. 

For updates on Jet Fuel’s new website and to read the newest issue of Jet Fuel    

Review, visit their page at jetfuelreview.com. 

Sigma Tau Delta and Voices Prepare for the 

Future 

Jet Fuel Review Staff and Chief Faculty Advisor, Dr. White 

commemorate the night with a group photo. 

As the 2014 Spring semester comes to a close, Sigma Tau Delta is 

saying farewell to some of their own. Among the graduating seniors 

are Sigma Tau Delta’s co-presidents, English majors Sabrina Hill and 

Ashley Castillo, an English major and Writing Center tutor. 

As the co-presidents say goodbye, Sigma Tau Delta welcomes new 

officers for the Fall semester.  Bianca Apato and Delia Ercoli, English 

and secondary education majors and Writing Center tutors, will be 

taking over the president and vice-president positions.  

When asked what the goals were for the upcoming year, Delia     

stated, “Sigma Tau Delta is focused on recruiting new English majors 

and minors this upcoming semester. We want majors and minors to 

become involved in Department activities, and what better way to 

do that than be part of the English Honors Society!”  

In addition to the various events Sigma Tau Delta holds, many        

members also publish their essays in the Sigma Tau Delta’s literary 

journal, Voices.   

The Spring 2014 issue of Voices was published on April 30. The     

latest issue contained a variety of literary analyses that were         

published from nine different contributors; Bianca Apato, Ashley 

Castillo, Delia Ercoli, Sabrina Hill, , Justin Van, David DeSchepper, 

Roslyn Summerville, Theresa Martin, and Stephanie Lipinski.  To 

read the last copy of Voices, pick up the current issue located in the 

English office at St. Charles Borromeo.  

Students Tim Fitzpatrick, Stephanie Raga, Melissa Carrington, 

and Caitlyn Connelly created Jet Fuel’s new logo in Dr.         

Consilio’s Creative Writing Class this semester. 

Tutors Published in Windows 

The Lewis University Windows Fine Arts Magazine celebrated 

their 34th issue this past April, highlighting creative talents and 

accomplishments of Lewis University. 
 
Writing Center Graduate Assistant, Donna Lordi, and tutor, 

Mark Jacobs, both had the honor of being published. Donna    

received first place in the writing category for her work 

“Oubliette,” and Mark received first place in student non-fiction 

for his work, “At the Very Least.”   
 
Donna’s work was based on her life experience of negative body 

image. Writing is Donna’s escape and being able to have her 

work published gave her a sense of pride and accomplishment.  

“It was great to see my work recognized and have other people 

realize everyone has their own issues,” Donna said. 
 
Mark’s poem, “At the Very Least,” blended his aspirations for 

the future with his comedic style of writing.  Mark said, “My 

writing was geared at an interest in a simple life without       

automatic faucets, light switches, flat-screen TVs, and other such 

gadgetry.” 
 
Windows entries are based on the categories of visual art and 

poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction. Winning entries reflect 

the rich diversity of artistry and scholarship Lewis University has 

to offer. Prizes are awarded based on insight, imagination,    

technique, and knowledge of genre.  Read the 34th issue by   

visiting http://www.lewisu.edu/publications/windowsmagazines/. 
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Writing Center Develops Online Writing Lab Navigating Online Databases 

By: Samantha Agins 

It’s your senior year and you are required to 

write a 15 page paper integrating scholarly   

research to support your thesis. Yet        

somehow, you missed how to identify a      

scholarly article.  
 

What you need is an online database,           

provided by the Lewis library.  To search online 

databases, visit the Lewis website, find the link 

to the library’s homepage and find the heading 

labeled “Online Databases.” Your search for 

the right article may begin at  EBSCOhost, 

JSTOR or Proquest.  
 

From there, here are some tips for finding 

scholarly resources: 

 

 When you enter keywords, know 

that you might not find exactly what 

you’re looking for the first time 

around! Be  specific with your search, but 

alter it  periodically to increase your 

chances of finding what you need. 

 

 Know the type of article you are 

looking for. Do you want to read a    

correlational study, experimental study, or 

a literature review? No matter what 

you’re looking for, make sure it’s peer   

reviewed! 

 

 Be an effective reader! Read the     

abstract first to know if the article you will 

be examining is the topic you’re looking 

for. Make notes that support and highlight 

theories that are important to your  paper. 

 

 Skip the “Results” section unless you      

understand statistics and can decode                     

numerical information. Go right to the 

“Methodology” and the “Discussion.” This 

is where you will read about the           

implications of the study, whether the    

hypotheses were supported, and what it all 

means! 
 

There is plenty of information out there, so it’s 

up to you to be a good consumer of            

information. Don’t be afraid to ask questions 

and visit the resource librarians in the Library 

or the Writing Center to keep you on track.  

Happy researching! 

Students Find Success in Free Writing Workshops 

Every semester, the Writing Center holds a variety of free writing workshops on         

Saturday mornings.  The workshops are open to students, staff, and faculty and are     

taught by English professor, Dr. Rubye Taylor-Drake.   

Writers have the option of taking Introduction to 

Graduate Writing, American Psychological            

Association (APA) Basics, APA Advanced, and       

Research Writing.  Writers learn how to cite and 

format research papers, find credible resources, and 

learn what post-undergraduate writing is like.   

Special education major, Michelle Baker, has taken the 

Introduction and Advanced APA class, and the        

research writing workshop.  Michelle said, “The way     

Dr. Taylor-Drake explains the concepts and the way    

she gives techniques to look up procedures made the 

workshop worthwhile.  I recommend all students take advantage of the additional        

resources that the Writing Center offers!” 

 

For more information on writing workshops, contact Dr. Jennifer Consilio at               

(815) 836-5727 or consilje@lewisu.edu.  

Where do go for hard to find resources on 

APA, MLA, or Chicago Style?  In a few 

months, you’ll be able to visit the Writing 

Center’s Online Writing Lab being         

developed by Writing Center staff. 

 

“We are excited about the opportunity to 

launch a resource website that will contain 

information about our services and will have 

printable PDF’s, checklists, and guides that 

can help writers in all stages of the writing 

process,” Director of the Writing Center, 

Dr. Jennifer Consilio said. 

 

The Writing Center’s Online Writing Lab will be accessible on and off campus, and will 

also be mobile friendly.  In addition, the Writing Lab will contain information on how to 

make an appointment, types of Writing Center services, up-to-date workshop             

information, as well as access to writing help on topics such as pre-writing, brainstorming, 

organizing an essay, topic sentences, and developing support. 

 

The Writing Center expects to launch the Online Writing Lab during the Fall. Stay tuned 

to the Writing Center on Facebook for updates on the official launch date. 

The Online Writing Lab will provide online 

printable  resources for students and          

information on  writing services. 

“The Online Writing Lab will allow us to increase our reach 

and help students beyond the Main Campus” - Dr. Consilio 



On Thursday, April 10th, four Writing Center tutors 

presented at Lewis University’s Celebration of        

Scholarship. Bianca Apato, Michael Bulfin, Delia Ercoli, 

and Donna Lordi presented on various topics in their 

specific majors.   
 
Bianca and Delia presented together on the topic of    

censoring young adult literature, Michael presented on 

preparing future teachers to confront system            

dysfunction in American educational institutions, and 

Donna presented on the study of love and                 

psychotherapy.   
 
Junior English and Secondary Education major Bianca  

Apato believed that by presenting she was able to gain 

additional “real world experience.” Bianca said, 

“Presenting gave me the opportunity to showcase my                                                                

work, gave me practice in presenting,  and researching a specific topic I am passionate about.” 

 

Writing Center Graduate Assistant, Donna Lordi, also enjoyed being able to give two                      

informative presentations at Celebration of Scholarship.  Donna presented with a group on the 

topic of psychotherapy and social justice, and presented solo on the topic of love and            

psychotherapy.   

 

 

 

 
 
Celebration of Scholarship acknowledges and pays homage to a community of learners within 

the University and is a true example of the Lewis     

mission statement as it highlights knowledge, wisdom, 

and association. 
 
Celebration of Scholarship has three distinct avenues 

for students and faculty to present their work. Creative 

works encourages submissions within the category of 

fine arts. Next, in concurrent sessions, presenters      

prepare a fifteen minute speech on a topic, and then 

have a question and answer section.  Finally, in poster        

sessions, presenters prepare research displayed on 

their posters; judges visit the presenters, ask questions 

and analyze the research provided. First, second, and 

third place trophies are given to the top three research    

posters of undergraduates and graduates. 
 

Beyond trophies, Celebration of Scholarship provides rewards of its own; 

participants are given the reward of showcasing their research. The display 

of their hard work benefits the presenters as they see their work educating 

and enlightening others. 
 
Additionally, the participation within Celebration of Scholarship shows professors, advisors, and 

administrators that these scholars have passion and commitment towards gaining and sharing 

knowledge. Beyond Lewis, the participation within Celebration of Scholarship on a resume or 

application shows a student’s willingness to go above and beyond education and scholarship.  

Congratulations to everyone who participated! 
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Visit the Writing Center.  Talk about Writing. 

Contact: 

Dr. Jennifer Consilio 

Writing Center Director 

(815) 836-5727  

consilje@lewisu.edu 

Newsletter composed by Carolyn Jones 

Thoughts from Lewis   
Writers 

“My tutor helped me get my thoughts 

down on paper.  I also appreciated being 

able to collaborate with a peer who 

knows what college writing is like.”           

-  Joe V. 

“My session was extremely helpful. My 

tutor helped me create stronger topic 

sentences and helped my paper flow.”        

- Carly M. 

“I learned the difference between         

paraphrasing and quoting in research     

papers.” - Becky P. 

“My tutor taught me that it is beneficial 

to read my paper aloud because it helps     

identify unclear sentences and word      

choices.” - Jessica J. 

“There is always room for improvement 

in writing and the Writing Center is a 

great resource for improvement.”             

- Peter R. 

“Visiting the Writing Center gave me the 

confidence I needed to turn in my      

paper.” -  Elisha G. 

Tutoring by the Numbers 

 
4,272  One-on-One and Real Time Online 

  Response Appointments 

794  Online Response Appointments 

1,109  Different students have visited the  

  Writing Center 

5,066  Total number of appointments      

   during the 2013-2014    

        Based on the 2013—2014 school year 

“Presenting gave me professional experience and confidence in    

talking about a topic I was confident about,” - Donna said. 

Tutors Present at Third Annual Celebration of Scholarship 

Donna Lordi and her faculty sponsor, 

psychology professor, Dr. Domico pose 

for a photo after her presentation. 

 Bianca Apato discusses the topic of 

uncensoring literature for children. 


