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Believing with our Imaginations

On Monday, April 16, eleven students from a variety of  

majors presented personal essays at the annual This I Believe  

campaign presented by the Lewis University Writing Center, Office 

of Mission and Identity, and The Lasallian Vocational Council.  

 

This I Believe is an international organization engaging people in  

writing and sharing essays describing core values that guide our daily 

lives. Over 100,000 This I Believe essays have been written and  

archived at  

thisibelieve.org, heard 

on public radio,  

chronicled through 

books, and featured in 

weekly podcasts.  

 

The purpose of the 

This I Believe project is 

to encourage students 

to share essays that  

describe events that 

influence their daily    

lives.   

 

Since 2004, the 

independent campaign has been influencing youth and young adults 

from all walks of life.   

 

Many English classes integrate the This I Believe campaign into their 

curriculum as an incorporating voice for strengthening writing skills. 

Windows Magazine Celebrates Release  
of 33rd Issue 

The Lewis University Windows Fine Arts Magazine celebrated 

its 33rd issue this past April highlighting the creative talents 

and accomplishments of the Lewis community members. 

 

One hundred seventy-five 

people attended the  

Windows magazine  

reception where students, 

faculty, and staff celebrated 

the artistic achievements and 

talents of the winners with 

their family and friends. 

 

Co-Editor and Coordinator 

of Windows, Professor 

Therese Jones, believes, 

“The celebration was a true 

sense of community and  

association, a true fulfillment 

of the mission at Lewis.” 

 

According to Professor 

Jones, “The buzz was that Issue 33 was the best issue of  

Windows that has ever been produced with nice levity about 

the special category, zombies.”  

 

Entries were based on the categories of visual art and poetry, 

fiction, and creative non-fiction. The winning entries from 

these talented artists, teachers, and editors reflect the rich 

diversity of artistry and scholarship the Lewis community has 

to offer. 

 

Contributors are able to explore the human condition in all its 

complexity and from a variety of perspectives. Prizes were 

awarded based on insight, imagination, technique, and 

knowledge of genre. 

 

 

“This I Believe” presenters are all smiles after  

reading their essays. 

Spring 2013 / Biannual Newsletter 

 

The Writing Center is excited to announce we will be moving over 
the summer to a bigger and more innovative space in the library.  
We are sad to say farewell to Leckrone Academic Resource Center 
(LARC), but we are eager to see what the future holds.  The Writing 
Center is looking forward to growing and expanding our services 
throughout the Lewis community. 

Writing Center Prepares for Move to  
Library 

Lewis Students present essays on beliefs and values 

(continued on page 2) (continued on page 2) 

To read Windows, visit http://
www.lewisu.edu/publications/
windowsmagazines/ 
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 This I Believe > > > 

Junior English and secondary education major, Monique Cruz, shared her essay, “Say Goodbye.” 

Monique said even though she was nervous about sharing a piece about her personal life, the event 

was uplifting. “It was great to see so many faculty and students at the event to support the  

speakers. I enjoyed being able to listen to stories on what others believed in, both interesting and  

entertaining.” 

 

The inspiration behind Monique's essay was developed from the recent loss of her grandmother.  

Monique says every chance she gets to write on her own, she tries to direct her attention toward 

her.  “My grandmother taught me a lot as I grew up. Even now that she is no longer with us, I still 

look toward her teachings for guidance.  Writing about my grandmother allows me to hold onto 

her and to hold onto the memories of the existence.” 

 

“Say Goodbye is about valuing those you love and recognizing their existence in the world 

through saying hello and saying goodbye,” Monique said. 

 

Bianca Apato, sophomore English major, wrote about her experience in the restaurant  

industry.  Through her experience, Bianca learned that all jobs are equal, no matter how big or 

small. “Through presenting my essay and reading it aloud, I learned how to clearly state my  

beliefs in a way that helps everyone benefit and learn.” Bianca said presenting was a way for her 

to develop her own writing and further develop as a presenter.  

 

Delia Ercoli, English and secondary education major, wrote about watching mindless television 

with the people she loves.  Delia and her mom enjoy watching marathons of the wedding  

television show, “Say Yes to the Dress” on Friday nights.  Delia wrote, “My mom and I have 

spent more time with one another watching TLC—which ironically stands for The Learning 

Channel—than I care to count.”  Delia believes, it is the time spent together that matters the 

most. “One day, when I am buying a dress to marry someone, my mother will be there. When I 

am walking down the aisle, and I catch my mom’s eye, I won’t remember the  

mother-daughter days in Girl Scouts or the 

mother-daughter outings, I will remember 

the Friday nights on the couch, laughing, 

smiling, and letting it all go.” 

 

Josh Johnson’s goal was to bring a  

humorous spin to the This I Believe event.  

As a senior liberal arts major, Josh wrote 

about taking pride in awkward moments, 

such as when you wave to a friend, only to 

find out they were waving to the person 

behind you.  Josh writes, “I believe  

awkward moments are beneficial to social 

settings. A great awkward moment can 

bring people together… and give you a 

good laugh!”   

 

Josh said, “Taking part in this event  

improved my public speaking, which is 

something I enjoy. I was also able to make 

new friends from the discussions  

afterwards.” 

 

Over eighty students and faculty attended 

the This I Believe event. Sophomore  

broadcast journalism major, Shane  

Gustafson said, “It was great to hear  

writing of other students on campus and 

see what their writing style is like. I liked 

the different stories and hearing how they 

were transformed into lessons about life.” 

 

To join the fun and read essays from 

across the country, visit thisibelieve.org. 

 
 
 

 

Many benefits come from being published in Windows. Not only does this give students an 

opportunity to become published authors artists, or musicians, students gain recognition in 

the Lewis community and within the magazine and website. Students can also add this  

publication as an achievement on their resume and on graduate school applications.  

 

“Windows provides a creative outlet for students to express ideas and emotions through 

both the written word and visual artwork,” said Co-Editor of Windows, Dr. Catherine  

Hancock. 

 

“It is an honor to be entrusted with the responsibility of enhancing the work of the  

contributors and it is truly gratifying to see alumni and prior contributors to Windows as 

well as students and their family celebrate these accomplishments.”  

 

Judges include a team of seven English faculty members and one student judge for the  

writing category. Instructor Leslie Colonna judged the visual art category and lecturer Tim 

Bowlby judged the musical composition category.  

 

Professor Jones said, “It is always such a pleasure to see all of the entries come in for the 

contest and know that there are so many gifted people here at Lewis that deserve to be 

recognized and Windows is the medium for their expression.” 

 

Next year’s theme for Windows magazine will be “A Celebration of the Humanities.”  

Entries are submitted year round, but the contest begins in late September. Entries are 

accepted by email as well as regular mail or dropped off in the English Department, Art 

Department, and Music Department.  To read submission guidelines, visit the publications 

page under the English department’s website.   

 

To read the magazine of this time-honored tradition, visit http://www.lewisu.edu/

publications/windowsmagazines/. 

 

Windows Magazine  

Monique Cruz presenting her essay, 
“Say Goodbye.” 

Josh Johnson presenting his essay 
“That Awkward Moment When…” 
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Every April, schools, publishers, libraries, booksellers, and poets throughout the United States come together to celebrate  

poetry and its place in American culture.  During National Poetry month, thousands of organizations participate through  

readings, festivals, workshops, book displays, and other events. Jet Fuel Review (JFR), Lewis’ first entirely online, student-run 

and faculty-advised literary journal, held two events to celebrate poets around the world. 

Open Mic Night 
 
On Friday, April 19, JFR enjoyed a night of live  

music, poetry and prose. Students, staff, and faculty 

presented pieces of their own work and work of 

other published authors.  Mark Jacobs, Jet Fuel 

Review’s Prose Editor and Writing Center Tutor 

said, “There were a lot of people who presented 

their work.  There was good music, and overall, 

those who attended had a great time.”   

 

Senior and studio art major, Connor McLennan 

opened the evening with a solo musical  

performance, followed by poetry recitations from 

Dr. Jackie White, bookstore manager Len Lundh, 

Alum Linda Strahl, Lucas Boetler, Mark  

Jacobs, Kyle Kotas, and Deirdre McCormick. Local 

band, One Year Reign, also performed during the 

second half of the evening.   

 

Art/design/poetry editor and Writing Center  

Tutor, Christine Sellin said, “I really had a great 

time. I enjoyed listening to my peers and  

professors recite poetry. There is definitely a 

bright future for JFR events.” 

 

Biannual Launch Reading 
 
Jet Fuel Review’s Issue #5 Reading Launch took 

place on Thursday, April 25. Over 100 people 

 attended the readings.   

 

“We had an amazing turnout at the JFR launch  

party as we had a standing-room only crowd. It was 

great to see faculty and students read some of their 

own work and also the work of others. As a gradu-

ating senior, I am very excited to see what JFR does 

next,” said Communications and Media Editor, 

Katie Esposito. 

 

Editors and faculty advisers of the journal congregated with students and faculty readers on their 

work.  Readersincluded: English students Melissa Carrington and Kenneth Kubacki, Prof. Therese 

Jones, Dr. Chuck Crowder, Dr. Jason Keleher, Dr. Tracey Nicholls, Dr. Pramod Mishra, Deirdre  

McCormick, Tim Fitzpatrick, Mark Jacobs, Lucas Boelter, Lauren Pirc, Christine Sellin, Katie  

Esposito, Kyle Kotas, Lauren Barnes, Madelyn Pederson, Samantha Rydberg, Michelle Staie, Doug 

Overbeck (from University of St. Francis), Dr. Jackie White and Dr. Simone Muench.  

 

To read Issue #5, visit www.jetfuelreview.com. 

Attendees of Open Mic Night enjoyed listening to local band, One Year Reign. 
Photo courtesy of Katharine Haring. 

Photo courtesy of Katharine Haring. 
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Thoughts from Lewis Writers 

The Writing Center is sad to say farewell to an amazing tutor. 
Jinifir “Jai” Fermando is leaving Flyer 
Nation to become an international  
educator.  
 
Jai earned her Masters in Elementary 
Education from Lewis this past  
December and has been tutoring for 
the past year. “As a tutor, I love  
being able to help students become 
better writers. I strive to help them 
express their thoughts and feelings in 
a more creative way.”  
 
Jai plans on leaving the United States 
at the end of July and teaching at a 
private English academy in Seoul, 
South Korea. She is looking forward 
to learning new methods for teaching 
bilingual students and the exploring another culture. Jai’s goal 
is to obtain a doctoral degree in the field of bilingual  
education. For now, Jai is excited to use her education to 
benefit students at her new school.   

Jai and her mom  

celebrating graduation at  

Lewis. 

Jinifir “Jai” Fermando Christine Sellin 

Tutor and graduating senior, Christine Sellin, is looking forward to  

paving her way in the world.  Graduating with an English degree and  

concentration in literature and 

 language, Christine hopes to work in  

publishing and editing.   
 
“Ideally, I would love to be a part of a  

poetry critiquing and publishing team.  

I have enjoyed gaining experience in  

this field during my activities at  

Lewis.”  
 
In addition to Jet Fuel Review,  

Christine has been Vice-President of 

the Lewis University Movie Club, a 

member of Sigma Tau Delta,  

published in Windows magazine, and 

participated in Celebration of Scholarship.  Christine believes, as a tutor, 

she learned a lot about her writing and the writing process in general. 

“Graduation is bittersweet, but I am looking forward to starting the next 

chapter of my life.”  

Christine and Dr. Muench pose  
for a photo during Celebration of 
 a Scholarship. 

A Special Thank You 

Bright. Cheery. Welcoming. Tutors in the Writing Center 
use many positive adjectives to describe the Leckrone  
Resource Center (LARC) secretary, Barb Seppi.  Anyone 
who enters LARC will say that Barb makes them feel at 
home. Both students and faculty are greeted with a bright 
smile as soon as they walk in the door.  
 
In addition to her duties for LARC, Barb assists the  
Writing Center in many aspects of planning. She is an  
integral part of the Writing Center. Her knowledge,  
experience, and enthusiasm help make both LARC and the 
Writing Center run smoothly and efficiently. 
 
Barb said, “I’ve always been in positions that have been service-oriented, but I feel when 
working with students, I am at home.” 
 
When the Writing Center moves to the library, Barb will continue to assist LARC 

services. Both tutors and writers will miss Barb’s friendly personality. Her support and 

guidance is invaluable, and we owe a big THANK YOU for the foundation she set for  

our future. 

“This was a great opportunity to fix mistakes I 

missed!” 

 

“It was great to have another person view my 

paper and suggest ways to improve.” 

 

“I was a little unsure about my writing and this 

helped give me outside support from a peer.” 

 

“My session was very helpful.  My tutor helped 

me improve both big and small issues.” 

 

“Visiting the Writing Center is helpful for all 

aspects of writing. I will definitely be back!” 

 

“The Writing Center is a great tool that Lewis 

offers.” 

 

“I recommend that my friends visit the Writing 

Center because there is always room for im-

provement, especially when writing!” 

 

“The knowledge and input I received from the 

tutors is very helpful.” 

 

“My sessions are very resourceful and always 

help improve my writing projects.” 

 

“It’s so easy to set up an appointment! It is 

worth the 30-minutes of your day to meet with 

a tutor.” 

 

“I was able to improve content, clarity, and 

grammar in my paper.” 

“Every writer who comes in for help is completely  

different from the last-- even if they are working on the 

same assignment.   I’ve also learned, as a tutor, I can’t treat 

every session the same way, because not every student who 

comes in will need the same kind of help.” 

A note from our tutors... 

I've learned it is important to ask the student exactly what 

they would like help with before beginning the tutoring  

session. It allows me, as the tutor, to understand what the 

writers "areas of improvement" are. This makes the whole 

process run smoothly, and the writer is confident that their 

specific questions have been answered.” 

Tutor Corner:  Memories from Seniors 

4 

- Kari Krajniak, senior art ma-

- Melanie Arce, junior nursing major  
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Voices is a literary journal published every April by Lewis members of Sigma Tau Delta, the 

English Honors Society. The journal gives Sigma Tau Delta members the opportunity to  

publish works created in their university level courses to be recognized for their hard work 

and dedication. 

 

While publication in Voices is only limited to Sigma Tau Delta members, Lewis University  

students, faculty, and staff are encouraged to read and comment on the articles. 

 

English majors and minors are also encouraged to become Sigma Tau Delta members and have 

the opportunity to become published in this or other Sigma Tau Delta journals.   

 

Becoming published helps these students gain recognition for their scholarly work. Students 

are also able to begin building their credibility as scholars, as well as showcase their writing 

talent. 

 

Editors-in-Chief Sabrina Hill and Ashley Castillo both worked together with Assistant  

Editors, Ryan Arciero, Theresa Marten, Kelly Schreiber, Delia Ercoli, Bianca Apato,  

Samantha Fox, and Katie Esposito to edit and design Voices. These students learned the  

publishing process of copy editing, layout, publishing, and presenting a publication. 

 

During the e-portfolio senior showcase presentations on April 23, Sigma Tau Delta  

members presented the finished product to the Lewis community.  Ashley Castillo,  

Editor-in-Chief of Voices said working on Voices, “was a very worthwhile experience. I  

enjoyed being able to work with a community of writers and gain experience in the field of 

publishing.  I am very proud of the finished product.  We received great feedback from faculty, staff, and students.” 

 

In order to be accepted into Sigma Tau Delta, students need to be an English major or minor, maintain a B-average in English 

courses, and pledge to upload the values of Sigma Tau Delta. To pick up a copy of Voices, visit the English department offices  

located in St. Charles Borromeo Pastoral Center or contact Dr. Walts via e-mail at WaltsDa@lewisu.edu. 

Voices Literary Journal Released 

 

 

Q: How can my writing skills stay sharp over the  

summer? 

A: “I would suggest writing everyday by either starting a 

journal or a blog to keep up with writing skills. This will 

help to keep you in practice for the writing you will 

accomplish in the future and will increase your skills as a 

writer. I also suggest becoming an active reader because 

reading increases our knowledge and helps with the  

writing process.” 

The cover of the Spring 2013 Rho 

Lambda Chapter journal. 

Excerpts from Voices 

“One of my first memories growing up was my 

mother reading to me when I was a young boy.  I 

am sure there were many books and short stories 

and poems we enjoyed together, but one work 

particularly special to me was The Giving Tree by 

Shel Silverstein. It was a worn, dog-eared copy 

with yellowing pages that my mother was given 

when she was a girl. Yet knowing that my mother 

had also first read the paperback as a child made 

her gift nothing less than a shining gem in my 

eyes…”  
 
- Ryan Arciero 

Senior English and Literature Major 

 

“Desdemona: Othello’s Tragic Hero” 

 

“William Shakespeare’s play Othello is commonly 

classified as a literary tragedy, meaning that it  

depicts the fall of character of high degree.  

However, there is often debate about the tragic 

hero of the story. One candidate is Othello’s wife, 

Desdemona. She is a woman who is held in high 

esteem both socially and morally, but the play ends 

with her mother at the hands of her husband…” 

 

- Kelly Schreiber  

Senior English and Secondary Education major 

 

 

“Books Are Friends That Never Leave You” 

Q: Can you give me some tips for starting my paper? 

A: “First, if you are given a rubric, make sure you read it  

thoroughly, understand the guidelines, and understand 

what the professor is looking for.  Write down your main 

idea, brainstorm, and expand your thoughts.  Free writing 

and creating an outline can also keep you focused so you 

know what thoughts you are trying to develop. It can also 

help the organization and flow of your paper.” 

5 

Senior, biology and  

nuclear medicine major 

Junior, English major 
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Liana and her students in front of the 

San Francisco Bay. 

Former tutor and English/secondary education graduate of Lewis, Liana Vantrease is  

using her Lasallian Education to make a difference across the country.  As a Lasallian  

volunteer, Liana is teaching elementary science at a school in San Francisco, California. She 

enjoys being able to make a difference in student’s lives and believes being a tutor has shaped 

her into the teacher she is today.  “In retrospect, I wish I would have considered tutoring at 

the Writing Center sooner.  I found new and creative ways to make writing interesting and 

developed new approaches to appeal to different types of students.” By stepping out of her 

comfort zone, Liana said Lewis has helped shape her teaching style and made the transition to 

teaching smooth. 

Tutoring by the Numbers 

1590  One-on-One and Real Time Online Response  

             Appointments 

356  Online Response Appointments 

1,086  Hours tutors have spent with students 

449  Different students have visited the Writing Center 

2,169  Total number of appointments during the 2012-2013    

             school year 

Based on the 2013 Spring semester 

Visit the Writing Center.  Talk about Writing. 

Newsletter composed by Carolyn Jones 

How to Survive College Writing 

By Stephanie Raga 

As a writing tutor, students schedule an appointment with me for help 

to improve their writing. The most beneficial advice I could offer a  

student is to read their paper out loud. This is helpful because often 

students may type too fast and mispell a word or there may be  

repetition in the the paper.  

 

By the way, did you notice anything in the sentence above? The word 

“mispell” should be “misspell,” and “the” is repeated twice in the  

sentence.  

 

Little errors like these occur frequently when writing. If you were to 

read the sentence out loud, you may not have skipped over the second 

“the” or you may have caught the incorrect spelling of “misspell.”  

 

Another benefit of reading your paper out loud is to improve the  

overall structure.  You can also catch run-on sentences and grammar 

issues, like this: Sometimes a sentence is a run-on sentence, which is 

really long and keeps going with more than one idea in the sentence 

instead it can split up into two because it is too long! Writers also can 

make their paper flow and check to see if their ideas connect back to 

their introduction and thesis statement. 

 

Sometimes, a sentence does not make complete sense and when  

reading it out loud, you will most likely stop and say, “Wait, what? 

What are you talking about?” So, it is beneficial to check, double-check, 

and even triple-check for errors like these in your papers by reading 

them out loud.   

Contact: 
Dr. Jennifer Consilio 

Writing Center Director 

(815) 836-5727  

consilje@lewisu.edu 

Writing Tips from Tutor Amber Schaar 

Students Recognized for Outstanding Work 
Each semester, the English Department invites students to share the 

best of their work from their College Writing courses at the  

semi-annual First Year Writing (FYW) Showcase. This spring,  

students presented a range of works, from multimedia presentations 

to rhetorical analyses, arguments, personal narratives, and literary 

analyses. 
 
This was the first time attendees voted to select the most  

outstanding presentations. Attendees selected Hannah Domark and 

Kaitlin Uchman third for their Rhetorical Analysis; Kim Voltaire’s 

essay placed second and Matt Schore’s literary analysis earned first.   
 

Director of FYW, Dr. Valerie Rendel believed the showcase was a 

success. “Everyone's doing such a range of interesting and innovative 

work. Its inspired me to try new things in my own FYW courses!” 
 

Next year, the event will be held the week before spring break, 

which will consist of work from that spring semester and the previ-

ous fall semester.   
 

“The event has grown so much. Future showcases will be more  

selective, and students will need to be more competitive. I'm very 

excited to see what we're presented with next year!” said Rendel. 

6 

College Writing is the introductory course for the writing you will 

be doing in your college career that every writing student is going 

to have to take. Even though it may be an introduction course, 

take it seriously! College Writing is one of the building blocks you 

will need to improve your writing while at university. Here are 

some reminders to help you survive: 

 
 Attend class. College Writing is not a blow off class. If you 

do not show up, you will most likely be missing out on  

       information that you wish you had for future classwork.  

 Turn in all of your assignments. The coursework in      

College Writing is setup to prepare you for writing in  

       academia. You may not realize it, but the assignments will     

       prepare you for further college writing and will help you  

       become a stronger writer.  

 Try not to wait until the last minute. Try not to wait 

until the day before or the day when an assignment is due. 

Your professors will notice that the assignment was rushed. 

Also, taking your time on an assignment will be less stressful 

and you will most likely turn in work that you are proud of. 

 Do not hesitate to ask for help. Your professor is there 

to help you! Always ask questions if you are lost and confused. 

The Writing Center is a great resource on campus that will 

give you more personal help with your writing assignments. 


