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On the weekend of October 12th,Dr. Jen 
Consilio, Writing Center Director, and  
Jasmine Castillo, ESL Coordinator and 
Adjunct Lecturer, attended and presented 
at the International Writing Centers  
Association’s (IWCA) annual conference in 
Atlanta, Georgia. The IWCA hosts a  
conference every year for writing centers 

around the country to share their ideas, 
best practices, concerns, and successes 
with one another. 

This year, Jasmine and I gave a panel 
presentation discussing the ways we have 
created a culture of collaboration and  
community in the Writing Center. We also 
shared how we have experimented to reach 
the Lewis community, resulting in  
generating and fostering a ‘culture of  
ownership’ through collaboration, that 
cultivates tutor agency and affords them a 
sense of empowerment, both when  
working with the students they tutor and as 
members of the larger writing center  
community. As a Center, we work hard to 
show tutors that their voice matters to help 
create tutor buy-in with what we do as a 
Center--which of course is more than just 
tutoring.  

In the presentation, we discussed some of 
the ways in which we have been doing this 
in the Center. Specifically, we shared our 
explicit marketing strategies, including 
targeted and tailored in-class  
presentations given by tutors; strategic 
emails to the university community;  
established faculty connections; and a peer
-led marketing committee, that manages 
much of our social media platforms.  
Participants at the conference were  
especially interested in hearing about how 
we use social media to connect with our 

larger campus community, including  
promoting events and services and always 
giving the audience a “call to action” or 
takeaway from every post. 

We find it so important to tailor our  
marketing strategies to increase retention 
by engaging with Lewis students and  
faculty. Through this work, tutors and staff 
take ownership as active citizens of the 
Writing Center by helping educate others 
about Center services and philosophy, as 
well as how to talk about writing. We want 
the Lewis community to know that the 
Center is not a place to visit because you 
are a poor writer, but rather because you 
are a writer, creating an inclusive space for 
ALL writers. 

Overall, our panel presentation was very 
well-attended, and we received so much 
positive feedback, including some  
participants asking us for marketing and 
social media consultations and feedback 
for their own  
Centers. We are 
so thrilled to be 
able to share 
our Center's 
good work with 
others and to 
help support 
the larger  
Writing Center  
community. 

Writing Center Presents at the IWCA Conference 
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Dr. Consilio & Jasmine Castillo 
at the IWCA Conference. 

By: Dr. Jen Consilio 

 To learn more 

about the IWCA, 

visit:  

writingcenters.org 



On Thursday, October 18th to end 
the National Week on Writing, 
faculty, staff, and students met in 
the Faculty Dining Room to  
support Lewis writers at the  
Writing Center’s “Why I Write” 
event. This was a celebration in 
which the writers shared what  
motivated them to write as well as 
original, creative, and scholarly 
works. 

This event was a great opportunity 
for writers across all disciplines to 
share what inspires them to write 
including undergraduate and 
graduate students and professors. 
Equally important, many in  
attendance found connections 
among those who showcased their 
insights on their writing  

processes. The event featured a diverse group of presenters,  
including Dr. Kurt Schackmuth who gave thoughtful opening  
remarks, Dr. Jackie White, Jake Volk, Michael Bulfin, Kasia  
Wolny, Brandon Vlach, Patricia Damocles, Noah Slowik, Lulu 
Ahmad, Len Lundh, Lydia Kozlowski, Gabby Muir, Samantha 
Moffett, and Dr. Consilio who gave the closing remarks. 

WC tutor and Sigma Tau Delta President, Jake Volk, presented a 
free verse poem he wrote called “Natural Distraction.” Regarding 
his experience, he stated, “Everyone is a writer, but we each have a 
unique method and approach to writing.”  

WC tutor and improv performer, Brandon Vlach, shared an  
acrostic poem for the word “WRITER” to reiterate the main points 
of his speech in a surprising, yet memorable way. He later  
reflected, “Articulating thoughts and emotions through words on 
paper is a very difficult task, and presenting a part of yourself in 
front of others is extremely daunting. It was inspiring to see the 
courage the writers had when bringing to light their writing and 

the processes behind them. The topics ranged from humorous to 
heart-wrenching, and it’s comforting to relate to others on an  
intimate and personal topic like writing.” 

As made clear by the numerous reasons as to why one writes, the 
writing process also  
varies for each individual 
writer. Some writers find 
writing to be an anxious 
and turbulent journey, 
whereas, others find it to 
be a peaceful and 
smooth venture. 

Whatever process a  
writer experiences, 
they connected to 
the audience at the 
“Why I Write” event. 
Such a celebration brings  
the Lewis University  
community together to further express the power of diverse  
stories, and it continues to remind us of the many reasons why we 
write for both academic and personal expression.   

Why I Write 
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Some of the “Why I Write” presenters pose for a 
picture. 

By: Lydia Kozlowski 

National Week on Writing: Fall 2018 

The National Week on Writing is celebrated yearly by  
writers around the country. Established by the National Council 
of Teachers of English, it promotes an understanding of writing 
as a lifelong process that has the potential to  
powerfully impact people’s lives and foster unity within  
communities.  

Overall, the National Week on Writing was a major success with 
various activities taking place throughout the week. Events 
which took place during the Week on Writing included 
“Postcards for Servicemen” on October 15th, “Cards for Kids” 
on October 16th, the “Journal Scavenger Hunt” on October 
17th, and “Why I Write” on October 18th. Additionally, in the 
Writing Center, AS building, and the English Studies hallway, 
posters and whiteboards were stationed for students to provide 
responses to different writing prompts. Check out our  
Instagram (@writingcenterlu) and Facebook page
(@LewisUniversityWritingCenter) to catch up on the  
highlights!  

 
 

“Everyone is a writer, 

but we each have a 

unique method and  

approach to writing.”  

—Jake Volk 

Dr. Schackmuth giving 
the opening remarks. 
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The annual National Week on Writing 
kicked off on October 15th with our  
Postcards for Service Members event.  
Together with the Office of Veteran’s  
Affairs, tutors from the Writing Center and 
a student from Veteran Affairs, gathered in 
the AS Hallway to encourage students to 
get creative for a good cause. Lewis  
students stopped by to create unique  
postcards with each one containing  
messages of gratitude and patriotic  
drawings.   

Taylor French, Writing Center Graduate 
Assistant who helped run the table, spoke 
about how impactful the event was to  
veterans. “One of my favorite parts was 
when veterans came to make cards for  
other veterans and seeing how meaningful 
it was to them.” 

Creating postcards is our way to show how 
deeply grateful we are for service  
members’ commitment and the  
sacrifices they have made in the 
name of protecting our country.  
A gesture of kindness is never  
forgotten, even if it is just  
something small like a postcard.   

The Writing Center would like to thank 
everyone who joined us in creating fun, 
meaningful cards for our service  
members. 

By: Leah Roberts 
Journal Hunt 

Postcards for Service Members 
By: Megan O’Brien 

PAGE 3 

As a part of Week on Writing, the Writing 
Center took part in creating and sending 
cards to Cards for Hospitalized Kids. A 
charity organization that distributes 
homemade cards to hospitalized children, 
Cards for Hospitalized Kids distributes 
love and hope 
yearly across 
the nation. 
The Writing 
Center hosted 
a table near 
Charlie’s 
Place piled 
high with 
paper,  
stickers, and 
markers for 
creating 
cards.  

There, various Writing  
Center tutors and students masterfully 
decorated fun, colorful and  
positively-themed cards for children.  
Lewis University biology student and 
Writing Center tutor, Lillian Catala,  
described her experience as, “a fun and 
thoughtful time; it was inspiring seeing 
the Lewis community come together to 
make a difference in someone’s life.” The 
cards were sent to Cards for Hospitalized 
Kids and distributed to children hospitals 
around the United States. From the  
bottom of our hearts, we thank all those 
who contributed in spreading joy and  
happiness. We look forward to the support 
we will receive again next fall! 

Cards for Kids 
By: Eryn Stochelski 

W.C. tutors and V.A. student  
worker collect cards! 

Lewis students stop by to  
decorate cards for kids! 

The Writing Center would like to give a special thank you to those who participated in 
our fourth annual Journal Scavenger Hunt! On Wednesday, October 16th, members of 
the Writing Center hid twelve journals with a special note and bookmark in various  
locations across campus.  

The Writing Center staff posted clues containing riddles hinting at where the journals 
were hidden every half hour throughout the 
day on the Writing Center Facebook page.  
The Writing Center then asked those who 
found the journals to post where they 
found it and how they plan to use it in the 
comment section of the post. 

Skylar C. who found a journal in the Lewis 
Art Gallery stated, “I found it--looking  
forward to using it for taking notes in all 
my classes!”  

Another student, Kalee H, found a journal 
in Sancta Alberta Chapel: “Found it! Can’t 
wait to use it to stay motivated for my last 
semester at Lewis!” We are happy to hear 
about the wonderful ways Lewis writers 
will use their journals and look forward to 
next year’s hunt! 

Journal Hunt Clue posted to  
social media. 

Some of the cards 

made by students. 

 
 

“One of my favorite parts 

was when veterans came 

to make cards for other  

veterans and seeing how 

meaningful it was to 

them.” 

—Taylor French 



Liz Y. 
By: Melissa Lonero 

The Writing Center bids farewell to our  
tutor, Liz Y., who is set to graduate this  
December.  Liz has been a tutor for five  
semesters, while she studied English and 
Middle Level Education. Liz has grown to be 
not only a fantastic resource to Lewis  
writers, but to the staff of the Writing Center 
as well. Liz consistently made herself  
available to cover shifts, assist new tutors as 
they have learned how to support writers, 
and created fantastic resources for Lewis 
students. During her time at the Writing 
Center, Liz also completed the ELL/ESL 
training program, as another way to best 
support writers.  

As she reflects on her time at as a tutor, she 
shares, “One of my favorite experiences was 
always seeing the ‘Ah ha!’ moment that  
writers have when things finally click for 
them!”  

After she graduates, she plans to go to  
graduate school to pursue her Master’s in 
Library Science and she plans to continue  
working in children's and teen's public  
libraries. We are 
confident that she 
will be a fantastic 
librarian, as we have  
witnessed her  
passion for reading, 
writing, and helping 
others. We will miss 
you and can’t wait to 
see all of your future  
accomplishments! 

Congratulations, Tutors! 
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The Writing Center wishes to express its gratitude to Noah S. for his years as a Writing 
Center Tutor. As Noah moves to complete his Bachelor’s in English and Secondary  
Education, the time has come for him to begin his student teaching experience outside 
of Lewis. A consummate performer, Noah’s writing, theatrical, and musical talents will 
be missed by the entire Writing Center staff. He heads off to teach as a very  
knowledgeable and enthusiastic Writing Center tutor who is 
sure to bring his engaging personality to his students. 

A true Renaissance man, Noah has been helping students  
improve their writing in multiple disciplines over the years. He 
has honed his writing skills through his experience as a  
reporter for The Flyer, as well as being an editor for Lewis  
University’s literary journal Jet Fuel Review.  Noah also has a 
long history with Lewis University’s Fine Arts programs, and he 
can often be found at the Philip Lynch Theatre and Oremus 
Fine Arts Center.  Noah, we wish you a heartfelt 
“Congratulations” for all your hard work and good luck with 
your future endeavors! 

Noah S. 
By: Michael Bulfin 

The WC staff bids a bittersweet farewell to Leah R., as she prepares to student teach in 
the Spring. One of the most energetic tutors to ever grace the WC, Leah is an  
Elementary Education major with an endorsement in teaching English as a Second  
Language (ESL). For the past three years, Leah has shared her writing knowledge and 
cheerful personality with students in an effort to make every writer feel more confident 
about their writing.  

In addition to her role as tutor, Leah is an avid runner who 
completed running in the Chicago Marathon.  Outside of Lewis 
she works in the pro shop at a golf course in Orland Park, 
where her wishes for a great round are the first thing golfers 
encounter before hitting the links. Leah will be missed during 
her student teaching. Leah’s outgoing demeanor and kindness 
makes her well-suited for her future career in elementary  
education. Her capacity for warmth and patience is sure to be 
welcomed by the parents and students she will meet. We  
congratulate you Leah! 

Leah R. 
By: Michael Bulfin 

Lilly C. 
By: Melissa Lonero 

The Writing Center would like to congratulate our tutor, Lillian C., on her upcoming 
graduation! Lillian has been a tutor with us for two years. Her post graduation plans 
include working and preparing for graduate school. As a biology major, Lillian has 
brought her unique skills and talents to the Writing Center 
through her sessions with writers and by creating resources for 
writers and Writing Center staff. Lillian has been very dedicated 
to the WC, covering shifts during busy times in the semester. 
Additionally, she has been a fantastic mentor to our new tutors 
this semester and was always available to answer questions.  

As she reflects on her time tutoring, she shares that she enjoyed 
“collaborating and sharing information with others, and  
making that information accessible to others.” Your friendly 
presence in the Writing Center will be missed and we look  
forward to seeing your incredible achievements in the future. 
Congratulations, Lillian! 

 
 

ELL Exclusive 
The ELL/ESL Specialist 
Training Program is 
Growing! 

This semester, ten our of new tutors joined 
the ELL/ESL Specialist Training program 
and two of our returning tutors completed 
the ELL/ESL Specialist Training program. 
Congrats to Sam M. and Liz Y. on  
becoming our newest ELL Specialists.  



This semester the Writing Center had its biggest group of incoming tutors to date! 
Thirty-eight undergraduate tutors and Graduate Writing Specialists eagerly  
participated in the weekend long tutor training before the semester began. Writing  
Center Director Dr. Jen Consilio and the Writing Center staff trained new tutors and 
returning tutors on how to best support Lewis writers. We are excited to have tutors 
from education, English, physics, biology, nursing, communications, radio and TV 
broadcasting and more. The Writing Center staff continues training and  
mentoring new and returning tutors throughout the semester to foster  
continuous improvement, learning, and development. 

Biggest Tutor Training Ever 
By: Taylor French 
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Lewis’ in-house literary journal Jet Fuel Review (JFR) celebrated 
the launch of its 16th issue on November 29. During the launch, 
JFR editors and guest faculty readers from a variety of  
departments read work from the upcoming issue. The event was 
well-attended by University faculty and students alike. Along with 
Dr. Chuck Crowder’s (Physics) and Dr. Jason Keleher’s 
(Chemistry) traditional reading, launch readers included  
Dr. Christopher Sindt (Provost), Dr. Tennille Allen (Sociology), 
Dr. Jen Consilio (English), Dr. Thomas McNamara (English),  
Dr. Daniel Kissel (Chemistry), Dr. Clare Rothschild (Theology), 
Dr. Susan Sheffer (Psychology), and Associate Professor Tammy 
Thurman (Justice, Law and Public Safety Studies). 

In addition to University faculty and staff, Writing Center tutors 
Eryn Stochelski, Kayla Chambers, Kasia Wolny, Zachary Klozik, 
Zakiya Cowan, Samantha Moffett, Gabby Muir, and Patricia  
Damocles also read work published in Issue 16. 

Over the course of the semester, JFR editors read nearly 600  
submissions, selecting pieces of writing and art that uphold the 
journal’s mission to publish work that is fresh, innovative, and 
diverse. This semester, they received work by artists both  
nationally and internationally from Pennsylvania to Costa Rica. 

Along the way, faculty advisors Drs. 
Simone Muench and Jackie White 
oversaw the production of the issue, as 
well as assisted editors in developing a 
strong sense of professionalism and 
ultimately, equipping them with the 
necessary tools and knowledge to be 
successful post-graduation. 

The JFR editors are ecstatic to share 
Issue 16—which launched publicly on 
December 4th, and they look forward 
to another semester of reading great 
work and curating another stunning 
issue.  

You can check out the latest issue at  
jetfuelreview.com. If you are  
interested in submitting work to the 
publication, please visit their site 
where you will find their submittable link. Or, if you interested in 
becoming a member of JFR’s editorial staff, contact Dr. Simone 
Muench at muenchsi@lewisu.edu.  

Jet Fuel Review Celebrates 16th Issue 
By: Zakiya Cowan 

The Writing Center formed its peer-led Marketing Committee in the Spring of 2018 in an effort to expand the Writing Center’s  
visibility to Lewis students, as well as other writers outside of Lewis. The Marketing Committee, led by Jessica LaLonde, Taylor 
French, and Samantha Moffett, focuses on advertising Writing Center services and events, providing resources and tips for writers, 
and providing a space to engage with writing, all in fun, interactive ways. 

Just this semester, the social media posts on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, and Twitter, created by the Committee have reached 
thousands of viewers. Members of the Marketing Committee create a variety of Facebook series posts including: Book Club Monday, 
Tutor Tip Tuesday, We Can Do It Wednesday, Music Thread Thursday, Flyer Faces Friday, and Idiom of the Week. Our most  
popular Facebook series this semester was our We Can Do It Wednesday posts, in 
which our Marketing Committee members work together to create short, funny, 
and engaging videos and Writing Center success stories from Lewis students and 
professors. These have reached up to 1,500 views this semester. Additionally, other 
very popular posts this semester include photos and information from our Fall 
tutor training, reaching over 1,100 views, and our first Facebook Live post,  
featuring Dr. Jen Consilio and Jasmine Castillo, reaching over 700 views. The 
Writing Center hopes to continue crafting engaging and interesting posts on  
Facebook as well as using more image-based applications like Instagram and 
Snapchat to reach as many students and as much of the Lewis community as  
possible. 

Marketing Committee Thrives 

Tutors working collaboratively at 
tutor training 

Cover of the latest 
Jet Fuel Review. 

Noah S. and Brandon V. starring in a 
Halloween-themed Facebook Live 



Published Tutors 
By: Samantha Moffett 
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The Writing Center is proud to announce that several of 
our tutors, both past and present, have had work  
published or will have work published next year! Two of 
our previous tutors, Sam Gennett, former managing editor 
for the Jet Fuel Review, and Dominique Dusek, former 
Writing Center Graduate Assistant and current student 
teacher, have both written poetry chapbooks. Sam’s 
chapbook “Schadenfreude” was published by the Dancing 
Girl Press and is available for purchase on their website. 
Dominique’s chapbook “SELF-PORTRAIT WITH  
PLAYROOM AND DIAZEPAM” will be published in 2019.  

From the beginning of this year, three of our current  
tutors, Zakiya Cowan, Samantha Moffett, and Patricia  
Damocles, have work that has either been published or 
that is coming out next year. Zakiya is the current  
managing editor for Jet Fuel Review, and a senior  
majoring in English with a concentration in creative and 
professional writing along with a Spanish minor. Her flash 
fiction piece “Good Hair” will be published by Split Lip 
Magazine in 2019. Samantha is a senior double majoring 
in English and Secondary Education, an art and prose 
editor for Jet Fuel Review, and an ELL/ESL Specialist at 
the Writing Center. Her poem “Self Portrait” was  
published in the third volume of The Weird Reader  
magazine on October 13th. Patricia is a junior double 
majoring in English and Secondary Education with a  
creative writing minor, and is an assistant poetry and  
layout editor for Jet Fuel Review. Her poem “Mulan in the 
Suburbs” was published in the 15th issue of Jet Fuel  
Review in the spring of 2018. 

The Writing Center is so proud of these tutors and cannot 
wait the see their forthcoming creative works! 

The Writing Center has continued to expand its Writing Fellows program 
this fall to provide in-class writing support to students. This semester, 
tutors were embedded in Carl Roach’s (Adjunct Lecturer, English) 
 Writing for Law Enforcement class and Jasmine Castillo’s (ESL  
Coordinator and Adjunct Lecturer, English) ESL Essay class. The  
Writing Center has been looking to expand its resources and support for 
ESL students and was happy to work with her class. 

As part of the Writing for Law Enforcement, students work on  
assignments related to the law enforcement field, including cover letters, 
resumes, police reports, and a policy analysis project. Graduate  
Assistant, Taylor French and tutor, Patricia Damocles had the  
opportunity to familiarize themselves with report writing by attending 
teaching days on the topic so that they could best support the students in 
this classroom. They were also present for drafting days to work with 
students and provide feedback on drafts to help students with their  
revision process. 

The ESL Essay class was a smaller class, which allowed the fellows to  
provide more  
individualized and tailored 
feedback on the writing 
process. Fellows Kasia 
Wolny, Zakiya Cowan, and 
Sam Moffett assisted  
students with a narrative 
assignment and a process 
essay. The Fellows  
program has served as a 
formal introduction to 
Lewis’s Writing Center and  
encouraged many of the 
students in these classes to 
utilize our services.  

Fellows Expansion 
By: Taylor French 

The Weird Reader, where Samantha Moffett 
was published and Sam Gennet’s  
Schadenfreude. 

Graduate Assistant, Taylor French 
working with students. 

For more information, contact: 
Dr. Jen Consilio 

Writing Center Director 

consilje@lewisu.edu 

(815) 836-5727 

Did You Know that this Semester, the 

Writing Center… 

Had over 3,000  

appointments ? 

Had over 525  

graduate writing  

appointments? 

Helped over 600 

students ? 

Has 523 

Facebook 

Likes? 

Reached over 1,500 

Facebook users? 


