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The Writing Center Launches the 

This I Believe Archive  
The Lewis University Writing Center presents the premiere of the This I 

Believe Archive which features essays from Lewis’ annual This I Believe 

event. Inspired by the popular 1950s radio series of the same name, the 

This I Believe event shares in its longstanding heritage. This campaign 

strives to bring people together through the power of the spoken word by 

focusing on common human experiences. The  Writing Center and the 

DISCOVER Initiative have partnered together, adopting the enthusiasm 

fostered from This I Believe by offering essay presentations. At the  

university-wide event, students, faculty, and staff assemble to share their 

personal philosophies on life, love, friendship, and self-discovery. 

The Writing Center first established the This I Believe event in order to bring together the diverse members of the Lewis community 

and also to speak to the University’s uniquely Lasallian philosophy, centering on ideas of faith and belief. Over the years, speakers have 

presented on a wide variety of both meditative and light-hearted topics ranging from former student Melissa  

Carrington’s belief in the magical power of breath to current student Sam Gennett’s philosophy on bumper stickers.  

In spring of 2016, Writing Center Director, Dr. Jen Consilio proposed the plan to establish an archive of the works written and  

presented by past participants in an effort to highlight the Lewis community’s unique set of beliefs. A testament to the lasting  

importance of sharing beliefs and values, the This I Believe archive celebrates the work of past presenters making their work forever 

accessible to members of the Lewis community and beyond.  

Those interested can access the archive at lewisuthisibelieve.wordpress.com and also through the Writing Center OWL. The website, 

organized both by theme and year, features works that speak to the spirit and enthusiasm of both the This I Believe event and the Lewis  

community. On the site, readers can discover student essays like Kelly Lyons’ “Memory Stubs,” which explores her belief in keeping 

movie tickets as mementos, Julia Mach’s “Teacher and I,” which looks at the role teachers play in the lives of students, and Jessie  

Pudelek’s “I Believe in the Power of K-Pop,” which discusses 

how music can open up doors to new cultures and thoughts. 

These pieces along with many others are organized into 

categories including daily philosophies, morality, fears, and 

worldviews. Every semester, the Writing Center staff selects 

a specific work by a previous presenter to highlight  

exclusively under the “featured” tab on the website.  

Remember to join the Writing Center and DISCOVER  

Initiative for their next This I Believe event coming in the 

Spring of 2017.  
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Cards for Kids  
By Ashley Castillo 
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Letters to Service Members 

 

As the fall semester came to a peak, the Writing Center celebrated the National Day on Writing with four days of events, all falling 

within the third week of October. Some of these Writing Center events included Cards for Kids, where students and faculty members 

created fun and uplifting cards for terminally ill children; Letters for Service Members, where Lewis community members showed their 

support for our service members; and a journal scavenger hunt where students searched for journals hidden around campus,  

encouraging them to write and participate in the National Week On Writing. Wrapping up the writing celebration was the annual “Why 

I Write” event, where community members came together to share passages from their favorite texts or original works, motives and 

reasons for why they write, and why they have found love and passion for writing.  
 

At this year’s event, Lewis University students, Writing Center tutors, and faculty members presented,  including English Studies  

professors Dr. Mark Letcher and Dr. Mardy Philippian. Among those presentations, the audience heard funny anecdotes about   

writing, moving stories about the importance of communication, and many inspirational and personal connections to writing. All of 

these unique stories, whether they be how one is inspired to write or encouraging others to write, emphasize the significance of writing.  
 

All of the presentations shared either the presenter’s original writing or works that inspired them. Kirsten Rothenbucher shared a  

personal piece examining the stresses and pressures of college and Sam Gennett read an endearing and funny account of her own 

 writing passion. Others read passages from 

their favorite works, highlighting the impact 

someone else’s words can have on us. Taylor 

French shared a powerful passage about  

communication among disabled students, and 

Maggie Ciezobka shared a poem highlighting 

why a love of literature is important. All the 

presentations had one connecting factor:  

communication. 
 

Writing, and more importantly, why we write, is 

key towards coming together to explore and  

celebrate our shared experiences.  

 

Thank you  to all who participated and made 

this event a success!  

Why I Write  
By Liz Yolich  

The Writing Center celebrated the second day of the National 

Week on Writing by once again hosting the annual Cards for 

Kids event outside of Charlie’s. This event was created in an 

effort to contribute to “Cards for Hospitalized Kids,” a non-

profit organization, which provides children suffering from 

terminal illnesses with cards that can help bring joy into their 

lives. Students, staff, and faculty came together to create 

colorful and fun cards with bright stickers and kind words. Our 

participants had a lot of fun showing their creative side, 

engaging with this non-traditional writing activity for a good 

cause.  

 

The Writing Center collected over fifty wonderful cards that 

will be delivered to children across the nation through the 

“Cards for Hospitalized Kids” organization. We thank the  

Lewis community members for their participation in this 

heartfelt event and hope to continue receiving your support in 

our event next Fall.  

To celebrate the first day of the National Week on Writing, members 

of the Lewis community gathered outside of Charlie’s Place to  

participate in the Letters for Service Members event. 

Every year, the Lewis Writing Center along with the Office of  

Veterans’ Affairs co-host Letters for Service Members, an event 

which gives those who participate an opportunity to express their 

gratitude to the men and women who serve our country.  

Using construction paper, stickers, markers and other art supplies, 

members of the Lewis community enthusiastically created cards to 

show their appreciation to our service members. A true expression of 

the power of writing, this annual event shows the impact an activity 

as simple as creating a card can have.  

Thank you to all the students,  

faculty, staff, and tutors who  

participated in making this event 

yet another memorable  

demonstration of how much the 

Lewis community cares.  

Dr. Mark Letcher, English Department, 

discusses how  his passion for writing 

relates to his love for teaching. 

Sam Gennett shares about how her 

love of writing began.  



We Will Miss You, Kirsten  
By Ashley Castillo 
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Welcome Back, Dom! 
By Ashley Castillo  

Jet Fuel Review Launches its 12th Issue  

By Sam Gennett 
Literary journal Jet Fuel Review launched its 12th issue on December 1st which  

features the poetic works of Kenyatta Rogers, a Cave Canem Fellow and editor of Rhino,  

Maggie Smith, author of forthcoming book Weep Up (Tupelo Press, 2018), Adam Tavel,  

author of Plash & Levitation (University of Alaska Press, 2015) and Virginia Konchan,  

author of Vox Populi (Finishing Line Press, 2015), among many other poets. Alongside poetry, 

Jet Fuel also published an array of fiction and creative nonfiction with slightly more nonfiction 

in the journal this semester in comparison to past issues. The staff was excited to also publish 

the artwork of mixed media artist Melody Boone featuring one of her pieces, “Girls”, as the 

cover art. To celebrate the launching of the 12th issue, the Jet Fuel editors, comprised of Lewis 

students and alumni, formally read select pieces from the issue. Several members of the Lewis 

community  joined in the reading including President Livingston, Dr. Rothschild (Theology), 

Dr. Crowder (Physics) and the Writing Center’s director Dr. Consilio (English) among others. 

Writing Center tutors Bree Scott, Sabrina Parr, Mandy Gieseler, Keanu Taylor and Sam  

Gennett are also Jet Fuel editors who excitedly shared the work they published at the launch. 

“We worked really hard on creating the issue all semester which made reading the poems at 

the launch extremely rewarding for us,” said Scott. Following the launch, the staff organized 

an ugly Christmas sweater themed dance which was open to anyone in or outside of the Lewis community looking to unwind before 

finals. Jet Fuel is an internationally recognized student-run, faculty-advised literary journal that seeks to publish diverse and  

experimental writing of today with a staff composed of a variety of majors—anyone who is interested in becoming a part of the spread 

of literature and acquiring great experience along the way may contact the chief faculty advisor, Dr. Simone Muench. 

The Writing Center would like to wish our amazing tutor Kirsten 

good luck as she prepares to graduate this December. Kirsten will 

be graduating with a Bachelors of Science focusing on  

Environmental Science and will continue her efforts in helping 

shape our communities for a better environmental future. 
 

Her writers will miss her hard work and efforts in supporting their 

writing. She is eager to continue her education as well as help  

others learn more about the environment and what we can do to 

protect it for future generations. Kirsten shared that one of the 

lessons she learned during her time at the Writing Center is that 

there is more than one way to learn and to explain something -- 

“Because of the  

opportunities I have had 

over this past year, I feel I 

was able to grow more in 

this amount of time than I 

ever have as a teacher,  

leader, and tutor. I feel 

fully prepared to continue 

being an advocate for  

interactive learning  

environments for writing, 

environmental science, 

and whatever else comes 

my way.” 

 

Kirsten’s sunny and kind 

disposition and her passion for helping others will be missed. 

Thank you for all of your hard work, Kirsten! 

We are  happy to announce the return of tutor Dominique, who is 

now joining us as a Graduate Assistant and Graduate Writing  

Specialist. Dominique, or Dom, earned her BA in Writing, in the 

Spring of 2015 from Lewis. She has come back to earn her Masters 

in Secondary Education. 

 

An avid writer and reader, Dom enjoys all types of writing  

activities. She is passionate about writing, and also about  

continuously working to better her own skills and to expand her 

knowledge on strategies she can use in the classroom to help  

others enjoy writing. 

 

Dom brings her past experience as a tutor as well as her  

enthusiasm for working with  writers and helping them to improve 

their writing skills. As an undergrad, she learned about different 

writing assignments and how to 

best help writers throughout their 

writing process. After graduating, 

Dom continued tutoring at JJC  

expanding her knowledge on how 

to best assist students and gaining 

new  strategies to help writers in 

their writing tasks. Her tutoring 

expertise is an asset that our  

Lewis students will benefit from. 

 

The Writing Center is happy to 

have such a positive, kind, and 

skilled tutor. Welcome back, 

Dom!  



ELL Exclusive: The Lewis Writing Center OWL is Growing!  
By Jasmine Castillo  

MLA Updates 

 

Writing a research paper? Working on a literary analysis? The Lewis 

Online Writing Lab (OWL) now has all of the information you need 

to know about the most updated version of MLA style, MLA 8.  

To reflect the changes made in the eighth edition of MLA style, the 

Writing Center has updated their MLA guides so that students have 

access to the most current information they need to accurately cite 

their papers.  

To access the MLA guide, students can visit  

lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com or click on the Writing 

Center logo under the resources tab in MyLewis.  

As a free service, the Writing Center also offers mobile tutoring on 

MLA for instructors who would like to highlight the changes specific 

to the eighth edition of the citation style.  Mobile tutors can either 

present on topics such as MLA, APA, research writing, and many 

others or these tutors can work individually with students in the 

classroom.   

For more information regarding the Lewis OWL or mobile tutoring, 

you can contact Writing Center Director Dr. Jen Consilio. 
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Lewis University tutors have been busy creating useful English Language Learners (ELL) OWL resources that will be made available 

soon. Currently our OWL  offers ELL Resources concerning topics such as grammar and commonly confused words. Students will 

soon be able to visit the Lewis OWL for additional support with their English language learning process. Our ELL Resources page will 

now address other common ELL concerns such as appropriately using verb tenses, articles, and punctuation.  

Do you sometimes confuse words that sound alike? Do you have a hard time distinguishing between words that seem to mean the 

same thing? Here is a sneak peek at one of our new resources that takes an in-depth look at several commonly confused words. 

 

 

Please  visit our OWL at https://lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com/ for printable resources on the writing process, citation styles, 

grammar, and other ELL materials. 

Listen (verb) An intentional action. 
To give one’s attention to sound. 
  

Make sure to listen to your teacher. 

Hear (verb) Typically an unintentional action. 
  

I always hear dogs barking outside my house. 
  

Fun (adj. /noun) Something that provides enjoyment. 
  

Ice skating with my friends is so much fun! 

Funny (adjective) Describes something or someone that 
makes people laugh. 
  

The comedian Adam Sandler is so funny! 

Travel (verb) 
  
  

The action of going or visiting a  
different location. 

I love to travel to Europe with my family. 

Trip (noun) A specific journey or voyage. I am going on a trip to Las Vegas! 
  

Check out our updated MLA resource at  

lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com  

https://lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com/


 New Link on Lewis OWL  Tutor Tips  

The Writing Center Comes to Oak Brook  

In an effort to expand services and better accommodate students at satellite locations, The Lewis Writing Center is offering writing 

appointments on a weekly basis to students at the University’s Oak Brook campus.  

Writing Center Coordinator Michael Bulfin and Graduate Writing Specialist Joseph Laraia, currently are available to meet with  

students on Wednesdays from 3pm to 6pm to offer support with writing projects.  

While students at the Oak Brook campus have always had access to Writing Center services available online and at the main campus 

location, having tutors available at the Oak Brook campus makes it easier than ever for students to seek face to face tutoring and  

writing support.  

“Our hope is for the Writing Center's Oak Brook presence to continue to grow in the future as 

a potential satellite center, offering more hours and resources for the students who attend 

there.”  —Dr. Jen Consilio  

In response to the Writing Center’s recent expansion, Writing Center Director Dr. Consilio shares, “We are so excited to extend our 

writing services to the Oak Brook campus to be able to best support Lewis writers who normally would not be able to come to the main 

campus. Our hope is for the Writing Center's Oak Brook presence to continue to grow in the future as a potential satellite center,  

offering more hours and resources for the students who attend there.”  

In addition to the Writing Center services now available at Oak Brook, students can also seek specialized help with research. Research 

Librarians are available by appointment on a weekly basis, so that students have access to the resources they need to produce strong 

research-based writing.  

Students can make an appointment with Michael or Joe at the Oak Brook campus by visiting the Writing Center appointment website 

at www.lewisu.edu/appointment and selecting the Oak Brook schedule from the dropdown menu.  

Students can now access the Lewis University Online Writing 

Lab more easily than ever! 

The new link available under the resources tab in MyLewis  

directs students to Lewis OWL page where they can find guides 

on designing documents, navigating the writing process, and 

citing information, as well as a variety of other materials 

including job resources.  

To access the OWL, students simply need to log into the 

MyLewis application and select the resources tab from the  

navigation menu at the top of the page. Students can then locate 

the Writing Center “thought bubble” logo on the lower right 

hand side of the grid.  

A great go-to resource for writing, the OWL website continues 

to expand every 

semester, offering 

students the most up 

to date  information  

regarding Writing 

Center services,  

writing guides,  

writing workshops, 

mobile tutoring, and 

other resources to 

support students’ 

writing process.   
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“A concluding sentence should be the thing that you want to  

resonate with your reader. What, if anything, do you want your 

reader to remember about your paper? It should be goal-oriented, 

related to your paper’s point and worded in a way that will stick in 

your reader’s mind like song lyrics.” 

--Sam Gennett, Creative and Professional Writing  

“To overcome writer's block, I usually take a break from my  

writing. Forcing yourself to write something is only going to tire 

yourself and you may end up producing something you don’t like. 

It’s helpful to take a moment to breathe—whether it be a few 

hours or a night— to clear your mind. Sometimes inspiration 

strikes when your mind isn’t overworked.” 

--Liz Yolich, Middle Level English Education 

“Writing is a process and you’re not going to pump out a perfect 

paper on your first try so don’t be discouraged; there will always 

be room for improvement. That being said, just be confident in 

your writing and be proud of what you have created if you tried as 

hard as you could to put your piece together.” 

--Taylor French, Psychology  

http://www.lewisu.edu/appointment
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Dr. Jen Consilio 

Writing Center Director  

consilje@lewisu.edu 

(815)836-5727 

For information about services:  

Lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com 

Students Gain Real-World  

Experience  

 Submit to Windows 

Want to see your creative work published? Submit to Windows 

Fine Arts Magazine! Whether you’re a writer, a poet, or a 

composer, Windows Fine Arts Magazine offers a rewarding 

opportunity to see your work published along with other faculty, 

staff, students, and alumni from the Lewis community.  

Currently, Windows Magazine is accepting submissions in the 

categories fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, digital art, visual 

art and music. First place winners in each category receive a 

hundred dollar cash prize and are invited to present at an end of 

the year reception.  

Submission guidelines and entry forms are now available at the 

reference desk in the 

Library, in FA-107, 

and in FA-215.  

To apply online,  

submitters can visit 

lewisu.edu/

windowsmag.  

Work set for  

publication in the 
Spring issue must be 
submitted prior to 
the January 26 
 deadline. For more 
information, you can 

contact faculty  
advisor Professor 
Therese Jones at 
jonesth@lewisu.edu.  

This fall semester, students from Dr. Jen Consilio’s  

Introduction to Professional Writing, a service learning course 

focusing on experiential learning, are collaborating with Ready 

Set Ride (RSR), a local non-profit organization, to create a  

variety of writing projects to promote and expand their 

organization.  

On Monday November 7, RSR founder Lisa Afshari came to  

Lewis to hear students Amanda Geiseler, Sam Gennett, Andrea 

Holm, Carlos Ocasio, and Bree Scott present a strategic  

communication plan to further the growth and promotion of her 

organization. More than 16 years ago Lisa founded RSR, a  

therapeutic riding facility dedicated to helping children with 

 special needs increase mobility and grow socially. After  

recommending a number of writing solutions to help her 

 organization, students from Dr. Consilio’s professional writing 

class negotiated to create three different brochures targeting 

their multiple audiences, a YouTube channel showcasing  

promotional videos, and a donation wish list.  

Students and current Writing Center tutors, Amanda Geiseler, 

Sam Gennett, and Bree Scott are excited to be a part of this  

project. Sam  feels especially thankful to have had the  

opportunity to work with a real client, feeling this  

experience enriched her education. She said, “This project 

stretched beyond the realm of the classroom because we were no 

longer concerned about what grade we were going to get, instead, 

we were most concerned with creating a quality piece for our 

client.”  

A valuable learning opportunity, the professional writing course 

allows students to apply design principles and rhetorical 

knowledge to create and design mutually beneficial documents 

with a real-life organization. As a service learning course,  

professional writing offers students the opportunity to work with 

non-profit organizations to create writing projects for authentic 

purposes and audiences.  As such, students taking the course 

learn how writing can act as agent for change, a lesson which 

resonates with the Lasallian mission of Lewis University.  

 

For students who need help with document design or  

professional writing, the Lewis OWL offers a number of  

resources on design principles such as color and typography.  

Students can access these resources through MyLewis under the 

resources tab or they can visit the Lewis OWL directly at   

Lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com.  

Professional Writing students present their communications 

plan to organization founder Lisa Afshari .  


