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The Writing Center is excited to announce the opening of The Writing Center: Graduate Writing Services—located on the third 

floor of the LRC in C.A.S.E. This new space will be dedicated to assisting students with course related graduate level writing, as well as 

the development of personal statements for graduate school applications, service opportunities, scholarships and more.  

The Writing Center has always provided assistance with graduate level writing. However as the Writing Center has continued to  

expand, the staff noticed an increased demand for not only graduate level writing but specific graduate level and post-baccalaureate 

services including assistance with graduate school statements, personal statements, scholarship and fellowship essays, student  

teaching applications, volunteer and service applications, resumes and letters of intent.  

The Writing Center: Graduate Writing Services will be staffed mainly by Graduate Writing Specialists including Writing Center  

Coordinator Michael Bulfin, as well as advanced undergraduate tutors experienced with graduate level writing and professional  

writing. 

Dr. Jen Consilio, Writing Center Director shared her thoughts on the Writing Center’s recent expansion, “We are very excited about 
the new space. The amount of students coming to the Writing Center, especially for graduate and professional writing, has greatly 
increased and we look forward to better meeting the needs of those students and the entire Lewis community.” 

In the past spring semester, Writing Center tutors have successfully assisted several students with writing their law school personal 

statements, Peace Corps applications, summer research internship essays, resumes, letters of intent, and scholarship applications.  

Bulfin believes that the continued development of Writing Center services provides a tremendous benefit to students both at the  

graduate and undergraduate levels. “We’ve seen a big push lately from our undergraduates who need help writing for their  

post-baccalaureate ambitions. In addition to helping current Lewis grad students with their coursework writing, it’s been very  

rewarding to help Lewis undergraduates write statements about themselves that get them accepted, hired, or awarded.” 

The students the Writing Center staff has worked with on their  

personal statements include Mary Huggins who was recently  

accepted to Notre Dame Law School, Michael Pikuza who is  

currently serving in the Peace Corps in Moldova, and Michael 

Sulwer who is participating in a 10-week summer research  

internship at Argonne Labs in Material Science.  

Students who wish to make an appointment for our Graduate 

Writing Services can go to lewisu.edu/appointment and  

select “Writing Center—Graduate Writing Services” in 

the dropdown menu. Graduate Writing Specialists are also 

available in the main Writing Center location to assist students. 

For more information regarding the graduate writing support 

offered by the Writing Center, please contact Writing Center  
Director, Dr. Jen Consilio at consilje@lewisu.edu or  
(815) 836-5727.  

“We are very excited about the new space. The amount of students coming to the Writing  
Center, especially for graduate and professional writing, has greatly increased and we look 
forward to better meeting the needs of those students and the entire Lewis community.” 

mailto:consilje@lewisu.edu


Michael Sulwer: 

Sulwer is an  

undergraduate  

Physics major at  

Lewis who recently 

participated in a  

Summer Internship at 

Argonne Labs  

researching Material  

Science.  

Michael described his  

experiences working 

on his internship  

application with Writing Center tutors. He says, “The Writing 

Center helped me in crafting essay responses for an  

application to the Science Undergraduate Laboratory  

Internship (SULI) which is offered each year by the  

Department of Energy (DOE). The SULI program offers  

undergraduates who study in STEM fields a chance to conduct 

research within a national laboratory.” 

 

“The ability to be able to write with  

clarity and sophistication is treated with 

high regard in any field one goes into and 

allows for the individual to set themselves 

apart from others.” 

 
Sulwer went on to emphasize the importance of writing and 

speaking skills for members of the scientific community. “A 

reoccurring thing I hear from scientists currently working 

within the scientific industry is that a person’s ability to  

communicate effectively is paramount to career success and 

upward mobility. The ability to be able to write with clarity 

and sophistication is treated with high regard  in any field one 

goes into and allows for the individual to set themselves apart 

from others. By going to the Writing Center and working with 

the tutors, a person is able to develop those writing skills that 

will allow for effective written communication and  

discourse.” 

Lewis Graduate Writing Specialists had a busy 2016-17 academic year working with students to help them achieve their  

post-baccalaureate goals. At the new Writing Center: Graduate Writing Services located on the third floor of the LRC, Graduate  

Writing Specialists assist students with graduate level writing and important application and scholarship documents including  

personal statements, letters of intent, scholarship and fellowship essays, and more. Here’s what students had to say about their 

 experiences and successes working with these WC tutors. 

Lewis Senior Taylor French earned a generous scholarship 

from Lewis University to help support her studies.  

French visited the Writing Center for help with her scholarship 

application.  Though she considers herself a strong writer, she 

feels that Writing Center tutor Melissa Lonero helped her to 

create a stronger application by offering another point of view. 

“We specifically worked on having the best wording possible for 

such an important application. It is easy to skip over odd or  

unclear wording when reading your own writing over and over 

again so [working with Melissa] was especially helpful,” she  

explained.  

 

“I would recommend taking  advantage of the 

Writing Center regardless of how confident 

you are in your writing. It's always helpful to 

have a fresh set of eyes look at your paper or 

application.” 

 

 French encourages 

other students to visit 

the Writing Center, 

especially for  

high-stakes writing 

projects like  

scholarship  

applications, graduate 

school applications, 

or letters of intent.  

She stated, “I would 

 recommend taking  

advantage of the 

Writing Center  

regardless of how confident you are in your writing. It's always 

helpful to have a fresh set of eyes look at your paper or  

application.” She explains that even the best writers sometimes 

experience challenges, which is why she is grateful to have had 

an opportunity to work with a tutor. French shared, “Oftentimes 

what we are saying will make sense in our heads but it may not 

be clear to an outsider, which is important especially when it 

comes to applications.”  

Student Testimonials: Student Share their Successes with the WC 

Taylor French, Senior & Current Tutor 
Michael Sulwer, Junior & Incoming Tutor 
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Student Testimonials continued on page 3  



Lewis students interested in pursing law school found working 

with Writing Center tutors extremely beneficial as they crafted 

their applications.  

Mary Huggins: Huggins has been accepted to Notre Dame 

Law School and also earned a generous scholarship to help  

support her studies.  

 

“My experience working with Michael 

changed my perspective about writing. The 

work we put into my personal statement  

really showed at the end. I got into the 

schools that I wanted to get into with  

scholarships.”  

 
Huggins came into the Writing Center in the spring semester 

for help with her law school application. Through working with 

a tutor, Huggins feels that she learned a lot about the writing 

process which will continue to benefit her throughout the  

remainder of her educational experiences. She stated 

“[working with a tutor] allowed for me to get a different  

perception for what I was writing and develop a very clear  

narrative so law schools could understand who I was.”  

Huggins highly recommends the Writing Center to other  

students who are applying to law school or graduate school or 

who are seeking professional opportunities. “My experience 

working with Michael changed my perspective about writing. 

The work we put into my personal statement really showed at 

the end. I got into the schools that I wanted to get into with  

scholarships,” said Huggins.  

Michael Pikuza: 

Michael Pikuza is 

currently serving 

with the Peace Corps 

in Moldova. Michael 

began working with  

Writing Center  

Coordinator and 

Returned Peace 

Corps  Volunteer 

Michael Bulfin in 

Spring 2016 on his 

Peace Corps  

application.  

 

“If it was not for the staff of the Writing  

Center I would not be able to pursue my  

lifelong dream in becoming a Peace Corps  

volunteer.”  

 

Pikuza says, working with Mr. Bulfin was very beneficial because 

I learned how to articulate my ideas in a short and concise  

manner.” Pikuza added, “I would certainly recommend for future 

LU students to take the opportunity in working with members of 

the Writing Center. Not only did it help me become a better  

writer, but it allowed for me to get feedback on my work to better  

prepare for future opportunities. If it was not for the staff of the 

Writing Center I would not be able to pursue my lifelong dream 

in becoming a Peace Corps volunteer.”  

Sara Asif: Asif was recently accepted into John Marshall Law School, in downtown  

Chicago.  

Much like Huggins, Asif also sought help from tutors on her law school application. Though 

the process of applying to law school can be anxiety producing, Asif feels that Writing  

Center tutors provided her with the support she needed to be successful. “Working with the 

Writing Center Coordinator was extremely beneficial as it helped me create a personal  

statement without being able to create one on my own. Constant revisions also allowed me 

to see where my writing can be improved and how writing can be made unique simply 

through structure,” she said. Asif added that she is grateful for all of the help that tutors 

offered throughout the writing process. She explained, “Working with the Writing Center 

helped significantly. It is helpful in small ways such as grammar and revision, but also in 

larger ways, in creating something from scratch.” 

Mary Huggins, Alum 

Sara Asif, Alum  

Michael Pikuza, Alum  
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What are your post-graduation plans? Make an appointment for the Writing Center for help with your 

 personal statement, graduate school application, teaching application or letter of intent!  



Ra’naa Iqbal, Senior 
 

Ra’naa Iqbal:  Iqbal’s 

application is currently 

under consideration by 

the Peace Corps. 

 

Iqbal believes that 

working with a tutor in 

the Writing Center  

allowed her to further 

improve her writing 

skills, and to make her  

overall application 

stand out. She  

explained, “although I 

thought my paper was 

fine, [Michael] worked hard to make my interest statement and 

resume outstanding. Sometimes when we write, we only see our 

perspective, or our friends’ perspective, and without another  

extremely educated perspective, there is no way for us to  

progress.”  

 

“I highly suggest going to the Writing  

Center. Asking your friends is one thing, but 

friends usually agree with you saying that your 

paper/resume/interest statement looks fine, 

and it does not need edits. The people in the 

Writing Center will be 100% honest with you, 

without being restricting or mean.”  

 

She  also urged current students to take advantage of the  

services and resources the Writing Center provides. She stated, “I 

highly suggest going to the Writing Center. Asking your friends is 

one thing, but friends usually agree with you saying that your  

paper/resume/interest statement looks fine, and it does not need 

edits. The people in the Writing Center will be 100% honest with 

you, without being restricting or mean.”  
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Congratulations, Writers!  
 

Congratulations to all of these students on 

their successes! The Writing Center’s 

Graduate Writing Specialists continue to 

offer support to students who are working on personal 

statements, letters of intent, student teaching applications, 

scholarship and fellowship essays, and more. Don’t forget 

to visit our new Graduate Writing Services space in C.A.S.E 

on the third floor of the LRC for assistance with graduate 

and professional writing. Writing Center graduate writing 

specialists are also available to work with students in the 

main Writing Center location on the first floor of the LRC.  

Schedule your  

appointment with a  

Graduate Writing  

Specialist today!  

For more information about our services:  

Lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com 

Dr. Jen Consilio 

Writing Center Director  

consilje@lewisu.edu  

(815) 836-5727 

Michael Bulfin  

Writing Center Coordinator  

bulfinmi@lewisu.edu  

(815) 836-5673 

/LewisUniversityWritingCenter 

/WritingCenterLU  

/WritingCenterLU  


