
On Writing 
Visit the Writing Center. Talk about Writing. 

During the Fall 2015 Semester, the Writing Center has continued to expand 
the services and resources available to Lewis writers, increasing the comprehensive 

support on writing and the writing process. By introducing new writing workshops,  
expanding Joint Writing Center and Research Librarian appointments, adding new  

resources to the Online Writing Lab, and increasing outreach to English Language Learners 
(ELLs), the Center has proved to be a “one-stop shop” for writers to strengthen and gain  
confidence in their writing in new and exciting ways. 
 

This fall, the Writing Center hosted 14 free writing workshops, expanding our workshop rep-
ertoire with subjects such as graduate writing, research writing, and APA — to best  
reflect the topics for which writers need the most support.  New workshops were added on 
topics such as assisting ELLs with common writing assignments and improving their  
confidence with English, as well as a Writing Styles workshop to focus on the uses and  
differences between MLA, APA, and Chicago Style citations. Two new hands-on workshops were also added: an Introduction 
to the Writing Process workshop in which writers learned brainstorming techniques, and a Drafting workshop, where  
writers learned techniques and strategies for drafting and creating their rough drafts. The overall response to the workshops was  
positive; as one writer said, “I believe that the information provided In the Intro to the Writing Process workshop will assist in 
making sure I continue to progress with my writing here at Lewis University. Thank you!” 
 

“The information in the Research Writing workshop helped me understand areas where I struggled in the 
past. The tips on the structure of a research paper were particularly helpful!” 
 

In addition to new workshops, the Center expanded the Joint Writing Center and Research Librarian appointments, in 
which writers worked with both a writing tutor and a research librarian in the same session. Writers at any stage of the writing  
process were able to find success with this service, making use of the research librarians’ knowledge of the Lewis Library  
website and peer-reviewed, scholarly articles stored in the databases. With their help, writers learned how to navigate databases 
and find sources that backed up the ideas they developed with the writing tutor. The Center looks forward to further  

collaboration with research librarians to expand this popular new service. 
 

The Writing Center has also been working on new writing resources to add to 
the growing list of handouts available on the Lewis OWL 
(lewiswritingcenter.wordpress.com). All resources are created in-house by 
Writing Center staff based on common concerns writers have during sessions. 
Tutor Anna Iwanski stated that her peers in the College of Nursing would  
benefit from this comprehensive site, “The OWL is extremely useful for our 
Nursing evidence based research class, as well as for the lengthy papers that 
we are required to write in advanced med-surg and critical care senior year.” 
New resources on the writing process, writing mechanics, ELL topics, and 
how to write at the graduate level will continue to be made available, so check 
back often for new additions and articles!  
 

The writing services offered to ELLs have greatly expanded with the addition 
of Prof. Jasmine Castillo, ELL specialist. Prof. Castillo works one-on-
one with ELL writers and assists the tutoring staff on the best ways to assist 
ELL writers, making the Center a beneficial place for additional guidance in 
the English language. Look for more information on Prof. Castillo, and 
her column, “ELL Exclusive” on pages 2 and 4, respectively. 
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Writing Center Expands  

Services Offered to Writers 
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Prof. Jasmine Castillo assists Br. Martin 

Montoya with a writing assignment. 



The Writing Center Welcomes ESL/

ELL Specialist, Prof. Jasmine Castillo 

New Undergraduate Writing Staff 

This semester, the Writing Center welcomed 16 new  
undergraduate tutors to the team from a variety of  
different majors. With backgrounds in business, nursing, 
education, English, athletic training, psychology,  
theology, and environmental science, the tutors brought 
their own knowledge and experience to their tutoring 
process. Eager to hit the ground running, the tutors  
inspired new ideas that have helped to expand the  
quality of service and resources provided. One such  
innovation came from Brittany Gorski, a senior  
accounting and business major that suggested the  
resource bins now located in the Center. These bins  
contain printed handouts addressing writers’ common 
concerns, including APA and MLA guides, information 
on writing a rhetorical analysis, and how to use commas 
properly in an essay. These handouts are available to the 
entire Lewis community – feel free to make use of them 
as needed during your writing process! 
 

In addition to growing our services, the tutors  
themselves have grown during their first semester at the 
Center as tutors and individuals. Natalie Lara, a  
sophomore theology major, reflected about her  
experience, saying, “I have loved my first semester here 
at the Writing Center! I have learned so much, not only 
about myself and what I am capable of, but about all my 
peers here at Lewis. Overall, I have developed a deeper 
sense of community here on campus and have become 
more confident with myself and my writing.”  
 

Join us in extending a warm welcome to all the new  
tutors as they continue to provide a positive and inviting 
atmosphere for writers seeking quality assistance with all 
their course writing! 

The Writing Center is pleased to 
introduce our new ELL/ESL  
specialist, Professor Jasmine  
Castillo! With previous experience 
as an undergraduate writing tutor, 
Jasmine returned to the team with 
four years of teaching experience 
at the college level and her Mas-
ters in Writing, Rhetoric, and  
Discourse. In addition, she 
achieved a graduate teaching cer-
tificate in TESOL -- Teaching Eng-
lish to Speakers of Other Lan-

guages -- making her an invaluable part of the staff. Prof. Cas-
tillo states she was inspired to return to the Writing Center be-
cause as an instructor she did not get as much time as she would 
like to work with her students one-on-one, something she loves 
most about being a writing tutor. In fact, she believes that her 
experience as an undergraduate tutor helped shape the type of 
instructor she developed into, valuing the discussion of writing 
and the power of collaboration. 
 

Prof. Castillo first discovered her interest in in writing during 
her middle school years, where her love for books inspired her to 
write about the characters, stories, and situations that she read 
about. Writing allowed her to have the creative space for  
personal reflection on issues presented in her reading. Since 
then, writing has continued to provide this opportunity for her, 
as writing is still an exciting task for her that she has continued 
to share with others. Her best advice is, “Writing becomes less 
challenging when you give yourself the time to reflect on your 
writing. Starting early is so important because it gives you the 
opportunity to take breaks. A lot of our best ideas come to us 
during those breaks that we take from our writing.” 
 

The Writing Center is glad to have such a positive, caring, and 
knowledgeable staff member. If you’d like to work with Prof. 
Castillo, she can help you with your writing needs – from  
brainstorming to graduate level writing and English Language 
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Pictured left to right, top to bottom: Rachel Steele, Sabrina Parr, 
Melissa Lonero, Brianna Harris, Maggie Ciezobka, Hayley Rife, Joe  
Laraia, Brittany Gorski, Kirsten Rothenbucher, Alexis Alonza, Natalie 
Lara, Taylor French 

Tutor Testimonials — Taylor French 

“During my first year at the Writing Center, I 
have enjoyed helping people with their  
writing and helping to reduce some of the 
stress and anxiety they were having about 
their piece. It’s so rewarding seeing the look 
on someone's face once it clicks and they  
understand what we were working on and get 
excited about it. I think at the Writing Center 
we help people get excited about their pieces 
whether they like writing or not. I have also 
learned more about my own writing skills and 
have been able to add to my skills by working 
with others and talking about writing.” 

Taylor is a sophomore psychology major completing her first semester as 

a writing tutor. 

Not Pictured: Abbey Pluth, Angelica Estrada, Doug Overbeck 
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The National Week on Writing 

Lewis Writers Share Their Love of Writing at  

Why I Write Event 

Letters to Soldiers Cards for Kids 

Journal Scavenger Hunt 

By Joseph Laraia 

The Office of Veteran Affairs and 
Recruitment and the Writing Center 
collaborated again this year to  
celebrate writing by creating letters 
to our active and veteran service 
members. The Lewis community 
came together on Monday, October 
19th in the hallway by Charlie’s to 
write over 30 letters to our service 
members, thanking them for their 
service, courage, sacrifices, and 
bravery. Writing letters to soldiers 
was a unique way to get students 
writing as well as support a great 
cause.  

By Ashley Castillo 

Pictured, left to right: 
Brianna Harris and Joe Laraia 

 For the National Week 
of Writing, The  
Writing Center  
presented Cards for 
Kids by teaming up 
with “Cards for  
Hospitalized Kids,” a 
non-profit  
organization that sends 
these wonderful cards 
to terminally ill  
children in various 
hospitals. With Cards 

for Kids, Lewis University students and  
faculty created 75 beautiful cards. In order to 
create these extraordinary cards, The Writing 
Center provided different colored  
construction paper, stickers, crayons,  
markers, and colored pencils for the Lewis 
community to use. Students had a lot of fun 
with this non-traditional writing activity. 
Making cards is just one example of how  
diverse writing can be. By making the cards, 
the students and faculty members are  
brightening up a child’s day.  

By Ashley Castillo 

By Maggie Ciezobka 

Do you know where 
this journal was  
hiding: “Journal #12 
never enjoys studying 
alone. You can catch  
her hanging outside 
with her Brother  
made of stone!”  

On Wednesday, October 21st, the  
Writing held its annual Journal  
Scavenger Hunt to continue celebrating 
the Week on Writing. Journals were 
hidden around campus and clues to 
their locations were left on the Writing 
Center Facebook page. Students posted 
on the Facebook page where they had 
found a journal and how they planned 
to use it. Emmanuel Fuentes found a 
journal in the second floor of the  
library, and he plans to use it for 
“innovative ideas or future projects.” 
Likewise, Benjamin Vega found a  
journal in the Harold White building 
and plans on using it for “flight notes 
and to write my mixtape.” Journals are 
a great way to express ideas of any kind 
or to keep a record of daily activities. 
For an opportunity to find a hidden 
journal, please join us in our  
celebration of writing next October! 

 
Nursing students are 
fueled by this coffee 
shop -- Journal #7 is 
here checking out 
what all the hype is 
about!  

The National Week on Writing concluded with the fifth annual “Why I Write”  
celebration where more than thirty people gathered in the Big Red Room to celebrate 
all forms of writing. The diverse group of speakers, comprised of many Writing  
Center tutors, came together to discuss one thing that undeniably unites them: a love 
of writing. The reasons behind this mutual appreciation varied as much as the  
speakers themselves.  
 

Michael Bulfin, a doctoral student in Educational Leadership and graduate writing 
specialist, expressed the importance of writing as a historian, citing Foucault’s belief 
that each moment in time is unique in and of itself, and therefore, it must be  
documented. Jessie Pudelek read an excerpt from the critically acclaimed Fangirl by 
Rainbow Rowell that exemplified the multitude of reasons that exist for why people 
write. Len Lundh, a poet and retired member of the bookstore team, ventured back 
on campus to join us for the celebration and shared a personal piece entitled, 
“Hitchhikers in Mississippi, 1936” that was engaging. Hayley Rife, a self-described 
introvert, recited from a worn childhood journal given to her by her uncle in which 
she avidly wrote and explained, “I found a place where I could express myself, where 

Continued on Page 5 



Writing Resources for Students and Faculty 

Coming Soon to 

the Lewis OWL! 

ELL Exclusive 

Is English not your first language? Do you find writing academic papers  
challenging? Writing for an academic audience, while challenging, is very  
important. It can afford you the credibility writers need to craft effective  
arguments. Here are some tips that can help!  
 
· Use Assignment Sheets: Sometimes we forget how important assignment 

sheets can be. Read the assignment sheet carefully. Pay attention to  
important details. Ex: What kind of evidence do you need? What style will 
you be writing in? How will your assignment be evaluated? If you have any 
questions, ask your instructor right away. 
  

· Participate in the Writing Process: This takes time, but can lead to 
stronger writing. Allow yourself the time to prewrite, draft, revise, and edit, 
so as to not feel overwhelmed by the assignment. 
  

· Cite your evidence: When using source material in your writing, it is always 
important to give sources credit for their work. Failing to cite source  
material may be interpreted as plagiarism, which can result in a failing 
grade.  

It is good practice to introduce your sources when it is first 
mentioned. How will your readers know that your sources are scholarly 
and credible? You have to tell them!  
  
All work that is borrowed word for word from a source must 
be in quotation marks. Quotation marks inform your readers that the 
quoted words are not yours.  
  
All source material that is summarized, paraphrased, or  
quoted needs to be cited. Please visit the Lewis University Online 
Writing Lab at lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com/ for more infor-
mation on how to cite in MLA, APA, and Chicago Style.  

Writing For an Academic Audience 

By Professor Jasmine Castillo 

 How to Write a Nursing Paper 

 How to Write a Reflection 

 Using Signal Words 

 A Simplified Guide for Analyzing Poetry 

 Writing an Argument 

 Parts of a Sentence 

 How to Write a Reading Response 

 Essay Structure 

 How to Write a Lab Report 

lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com 

Prewriting, the process of determining what 
you are going to write about, can often be the 
most important part of the writing process. 
There are many different ways of prewriting, 
so I encourage you to find the one that works 
best for you. One way of prewriting for any 
kind of paper is freewriting. Freewriting is a 
great way to start writing our words on paper 
and is helpful in overcoming writer’s block. 
Additionally, this technique is useful for  
getting all of your thoughts out of your head 
and onto the paper as a way to start  
organizing them. Start by writing your main 
topic on the top of the paper. Then time 
yourself for the next five, ten, or fifteen 
minutes and write about your topic without 
stopping. Write whatever comes into your 
mind exactly as it comes, not worrying about 
grammar, mistakes, or “getting it right.” The 
idea is to allow your thoughts to flow as they 
come to your head. At the end of the time you 
have set aside for this activity, review what 
you have written for potential paper ideas. 
You can continue this process as many times 

as it takes. If you get stuck at any point in 
this process, feel free to come into the 

Writing Center!  
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Free-Writing Tips 
By Natalie Lara 

Additional Writing Resources  
 For ELL:  

Dave’s ESL Cafe 

http://www.eslcafe.com/ 

 For Writing a Nursing Paper: 

A Guide to Scholarly Writing in Nursing 

http://www.nsna.org/Portals/0/Skins/NSNA/pdf 

Imprint_sept06_backschool_hallas-feldman.pdf 

 For Chicago Style Citation:  

St. Catherine University Library 

http://library.stkate.edu/sites/default/files/sites/

citingwriting/citeChicago.pdf  

https://lewisuwritingcenter.wordpress.com/


Jet Fuel Review Launches 10th Issue 
I was heard and wouldn’t be judged. That’s how I fell in love 
with writing.” Her reading, a passage from Poe’s Annabelle 
Lee, was impactful on her life, “Poe was the first writer to 
show me how meaningful the magic and beauty of words 
can be.” This was a common thread among the speakers, 
Rife continued, “I really enjoyed the experience. It was  
awesome to see and hear why everyone writes and to form a 
sense of community with people we didn’t even know.”   
 

The remaining speakers included: Melissa Lonero, 
Dominique Dusek, Brianna Harris, Joe Laraia, Sabrina 
Parr, Jessica Jordan, Maggie Ciezobka and Ashley Castillo. 
Come out next year or visit us any time in the Writing  
Center! 

Writing can be very intimidating, but it’s important not to let it get the best of 
you. Here are some helpful tips to help ease your anxiety about writing and 
also to help you grow as a writer!  
 

· Don’t over complicate things. Don’t make things harder on yourself.  
Often, writers will worry that their piece does not sound “intelligent 
enough” or worry that the writing is “too simple.” Repeat after me, simple 
writing is not bad writing! Yes, of course your writing should be  
thoughtful and well-developed, but if you worry about how fancy or smart 
it sounds, you will over complicate it and the piece may be confusing. 
 

· Consider your audience. Who is going to be reading this piece? In some 
cases, you might be writing to a general audience, but more often there 
will be a specific audience to consider based on the type of paper you’re writing and the topic you’ve chosen. When thinking 
about audience, ask yourself the following: What does the audience value or believe in? How can I make a connection with 
them based on these values? Do I need to provide background information on this topic so that they have a complete  
understanding of my paper? If the answer is “maybe” or “no,” then how can I best clarify for them? What additional  
information or analysis do I need to provide?  

 

· Read your piece out loud. I cannot stress how helpful of a tool this is. When you’re revising your paper, and you are reading 
it in your head, your brain will often fix tiny little mistakes for you so that it reads naturally. When you read the piece out 
loud, you might stumble upon small grammatical issues that sound incorrect when you hear it that you might not catch  
otherwise.  
 

· Prewriting is your best friend. Prewriting can be done in many ways. Don’t feel like you are trapped with the traditional 
outline. Traditional outlines are great tools to help you organize your paper, but they’re not for everyone. Try a graphic  
organizer if you are a more visual and creative person. Or, if you’re more ambitious, you can dive right into the piece. I like to 
call this the “king of rough drafts,” which will serve as your first very, VERY rough draft. Whip out that first draft, and then 
revise, revise, revise!  

 

· Go to the Writing Center. All the cool kids are doing it! Whether you’re a writing aficionado, or feel absolutely paralyzed 
when a teacher assigns a paper, we can help you. We are able to help writers in all subjects. Do you have a small question 
about citations? We can answer that for you! Maybe you’re totally lost on the organization of your paper? We can help with 
that too. Or maybe you just got the prompt from your teacher and you are looking at it like, “What does this even mean?” 
We got your back. Even if you’re super busy, we have tons of resources to help you throughout your writing process.  
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Writing Tips from Writing Tutors 
By Melissa Lonero 

On December 3rd Jet Fuel Review launched their tenth  
anniversary issue. The issue was dedicated to one of JFR’s own; 
Lucas Bolter, who passed away at the beginning of the  
semester. The entire editorial staff, plus some faculty guest 
readers presented poems published in the journal at the launch. 
Some of the guest readers included, Dr. Crowder from the  
Physics department, Dr. Mustafa from the English department, 
and Brother James Gaffney, President of Lewis University, 
among others. Jet Fuel Review publishes Poetry, Fiction,  
Creative Non-Fiction, and Art from all around the world, as well 
as right here at Lewis. JFR published work from the Lewis  
community in the upcoming issue, including work by students, 
Larissa Barnat and Kaileen Beckman. Works being published 
by others would include, Brenda Cardenas, Matthew Guenette, 
Pablo Otavalo, and Meghan Privitello. In addition, Jet Fuel  
Review launched their very first newsletter along with the tenth 
anniversary issue. Fiction and Assistant Layout Editor, Jeff 
Jurinek, said, “We are pleased to announce the inaugural issue 
of the JFR newsletter, which will serve as a resource for the 
Lewis community to familiarize itself with the Jet Fuel Review 

By Sabrina Parr 

Pictured, left to right:  

Michael Bulfin, Maggie Ciezobka, Sabrina Parr 

Continued from Page 3 

Continued on Page 6 
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For information about services, contact: 

Dr. Jennifer Consilio 

Writing Center Director 

(815) 836-5727 

consilje@lewisu.edu 

Tutoring By the Numbers  Windows Magazine  

Accepting Submissions 

Student Testimonials 

“The Writing Center is a great resource for 
students whose primary language is not  
English.” 

 
“I had the opportunity to read my work aloud and 
catch mistakes. Now I feel more confident in  
improving my writing skills.” 

 
“The Writing Center can help students who 
are unsure about getting started on their 
piece or help them to revise their work.” 

 
“The Writing Center helped me to improve my  
current writing abilities and provided insight on 
how to strengthen my paper.” 

 
“The Writing Center offers awesome  
resources that are helpful when I am  
completely stuck on what to write or how to 
make my paper better.” 

(Based on the Fall 2015 Semester) 

 

2400+ Total Appointments  

 
1300+ Half-Hour Long Appointments 

 
732+ Hour Long Appointments 

 
350+ Email Online Responses 

 
560+ Different students have visited the  
     Writing Center 

and its content, goals, and student events that we sponsor and  
produce throughout the school year.  We encourage everyone to  
explore the newsletter to discover what JFR can offer you, whether it 
be a social event to attend, a potential internship opportunity or  
access to world-class literature."  Congratulations on ten amazing 
issues and best of luck with the issues to come.  

Continued from Page 5 

Students, alumni, staff, and faculty are welcomed to submit their 
work for the upcoming spring issue of Windows. Windows is Lewis 
University’s fine art magazine and is published annually. The  
magazine takes open submissions on any subject matter with the 
special category for this Spring’s issue being “Sustainability.”  
You can submit for three categories: writing (poetry, fiction,  
creative nonfiction, and research essays), visual art (paintings, 
sculptures, photography, computer graphics, printmaking, and 
drawings), and music compositions. First place in each category 
receives $100 and publication in the magazine. All other winners 
receive publication. 
 

The deadline for submissions is January 25, 2016. Submission 
guidelines and entry forms can be picked up in the Lewis  
University Library or through the digital copy sent out by email. 
Writers can also submit online at lewisu.edu/windowsmag. Each 
entrant may submit three entries in both the open submission and 
the special category. Only original, unpublished works from  
students, alumni, staff, and faculty will be considered for  
publication. 
 

For more information, contact Professor Therese Jones,  
Co-Editor and Coordinator of Windows, at jonesth@lewisu.edu.  


