
On Writing  
Visit the Writing Center. Talk about Writing.  

 

At the beginning of the fall semester, the Writing Center announced the grand opening of an 

additional location dedicated exclusively to providing Lewis writers assistance with graduate 

level and professional writing such as fellowship and scholarship documents, teaching  

philosophy statements, internship applications, cover letters, job applications, resumes, and 

more. In the Writing Center: Graduate Writing Services—located on the third floor of 

the LRC—a highly qualified staff of graduate writing specialists and senior tutors work closely 

with writers to provide advanced writing support and document design for high stakes  

academic and professional writing projects. The Writing Center would like to take this  

opportunity to introduce our graduate writing specialists!  

Michael B.: In addition to his role as a graduate writing specialist, Michael B. also serves as 

the Writing Center Coordinator. A former Peace Corps. volunteer, Michael spent two years serving in Mozambique. He enjoys using 

his experience to help prospective Peace Corps volunteers craft their applications. Michael also has experience assisting students with 

law school applications, personal statements, and internship applications, in addition to course specific writing.  

Jasmine C.: As the University’s ESL Coordinator, Jasmine C. has ample experience working with English Language Learners,  

helping writers to develop their writing and speaking skills. She currently holds her TESOL certificate from DePaul where she also 

earned her Master’s degree in Writing, Rhetoric, and Discourse. A knowledgeable and attentive tutor, Jasmine also enjoys assisting  

students with crafting cover letters, job documents, and other graduate-level writing.  

Sam G.: Sam is a senior tutor with advanced skills in professional and creative writing. Having completed course work in advanced 

writing, digital writing, and professional writing, Sam is knowledgeable on resumes, white papers, proposals, cover letters, flyers, and 

web pages. In her role as Managing Editor of the literary journal Jet Fuel Review, Sam also has much experience with editing and  

critiquing fiction, creative non-fiction, and poetry.  

Chelsea K.: A former middle school and high school English teacher, Chelsea has experience teaching writing at a variety of  

different levels and working within different disciplines and genres. She teaches college writing in the English Studies Department.      

      Chelsea’s love of teaching and desire to work with writers makes her an excellent tutor.  

Chelsea also has experience as an editor for an independent publication, which has helped 

her cultivate knowledge of Chicago Style and a careful attention to audience and style.  

Joe L.:  Joe graduated from DePaul University with a focus in English and Literary  

Studies, where he tutored fellow students in a variety of disciplines and topics. He began 

tutoring for Lewis in Fall 2014. Currently, he enjoys working with writers to help them feel 

more confident in the writing process. Joe primarily works on evenings and weekends.  

In addition to Graduate Writing Services, writers can receive assistance from Graduate 

Writing Specialists in the main Writing Center location on the first floor of the Library. 

Please note that our Graduate Writing Specialists Michael B. and Joe L. are also available 

at the Oak Brook location.   

You can make an appointment with one of our Graduate Writing Specialists by visiting 

lewisu.edu/appointment and selecting “WC —Graduate Writing Services” from the 

dropdown menu when logging in.  
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 National Week on Writing Fall 2017: Why I Write  

On Thursday, October 19, faculty, staff, students, and  

community members gathered in the University Dining Room 

for the Writing Center’s annual Why I Write Event—an  

occasion where writers from all different disciplines discuss 

what inspires their continued interest in writing as well as 

share their favorite or original works.  

This year’s speakers included a number of faculty, staff,  

students, and writing tutors, who shared anecdotes and  

inspirations, illustrating how writing has become a major part 

of their lives. Highlights from the event included presentations 

by Noah Slowik who entertained attendees with an original 

song about the importance of writing performed on the ukulele, and Kathaleen McDonald who discussed how journaling has helped 

her to process the grief of losing her grandmother.  

     Many other featured speakers shared how other writers have  

inspired their writing, both creatively and professionally. Dr.  

Sheila Kennedy, Director of the First Year Writing and Professor 

of English Studies reflected on her writing experience connecting 

her writing journey to quotes by Joan Didion as well as other  

writers and critics. Similarly, ESL Coordinator Jasmine Castillo 

spoke about the influence writer Gloria Anzaldúa has had on her, 

encouraging her to find her own strong female voice. While some 

writers focused on how writing has helped them to better  

understand themselves and their experiences, others chose to 

speak about the power writing has to help enact change.   

First Year Writing Graduate Assistant Andrea Holm, discussed 

how she influenced change and helped others through her  

writing. As a part of her Professional Writing course, Andrea and 

her group members partnered with a horse therapy non-profit 

organization, creating a communication plan along with other 

digital documents to help expand the organization’s reach and 

visibility. In her presentation, Andrea explained how this rewarding experience helped her to recognize another important function of 

writing—its ability to advocate for change and give voice to those too often unheard.  Presenter, tutor, and student Sam Gennett 

shared,  “I was honored to be a part of such a diverse group of 

writers who all had such insightful stories to share about why 

they came to write.” She went on to explain, “I loved listening to 

all of the speakers' different experiences with writing and  

having the opportunity to have been a part of this  

conversation.”  

The Why I Write event initiates a community-wide conversation 

about the purpose of writing and how we use words to make 

sense of our everyday lives. These many powerful and poignant 

presentations show how writing brings us together as a  

community, enabling us to share our thoughts, feelings, and 

experiences with others, and also helping us to gain greater 

understanding of ourselves.  

Every fall, the Writing Center hosts a week of events in 
celebration of the National Day on Writing. Established by the 
National Council for Teachers of English, The National Day on 

Writing draws attention to the remarkable variety of writing 
activities we engage in everyday, promoting an  
understanding of writing as a lifelong process that has the 
potential to powerfully impact people’s lives and foster unity 
within communities.  

National Week on Writing  

Right: Noah Slowik entertains guests with a ukulele. 

performance. Above: Andrea Holm speaks about how writing can 

act as a powerhouse for change. 
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Cards for Kids  Postcards for Service Members 

 Journal Hunt!  

To kick off the first day of the National Week on Writing, the 

Writing Center coordinated with the Office of Veteran’s Affairs 

to co-host an event dedicated to showing our community  

appreciation for the United States military. Postcards to  

Service Members is just one example of how writing positively 

impacts the world.  

Members of the Lewis community gathered outside of  

Charlie’s Place to create postcards, which were packaged with 

a pair of socks and sent to those currently serving overseas by 

the American Red Cross. Each postcard featured a hand-

written note, as a small gesture of gratitude for the multitude 

of sacrifices that service members make in the name of the 

United States Constitution and in service to our citizens.  

The Writing Center 

extends a huge thank 

you to anyone who 

took time out of their 

day to participate in 

this important event. 

We deeply appreciate 

the support from 

Lewis staff, students, 

and tutors. 

By Lillian Catala  

This fall, the Writing Center 

celebrated the National Week 

on Writing by creating cards 

to send to Cards for  

Hospitalized Children. Cards 

for Hospitalized Children is a 

charity organization that  

distributes homemade cards 

to hospitalized children 

across America to spread happiness and hope. Outside Charlie’s 

Place, the Writing Center hosted a table for making cards, inviting 

students, staff, and faculty to create and decorate colorful, fun 

cards including positive, supportive messages.  

“It was really fun creating something that would make someone 

else’s day a little brighter,” Biology sophomore Michael Anonuevo 

said about the event. The cards made will be delivered to Cards for 

Hospitalized Children and  

distributed to children in  

hospitals throughout America. 

We thank the members of the 

Lewis community for taking the 

time to engage in this special 

event to help spread happiness, 

and we hope to receive your  

support again next fall. 

By Angelica Estrada  

By Bree Scott  

One of the events held during the Writing Center’s National Week on Writing, the  

Journal Scavenger Hunt, began the morning of Oct. 18. The Journal Hunt is a  

campus-wide scavenger hunt where members of the Lewis community search for at least 

a dozen journals. Many members of the Lewis community participated in this and other 

events held during the week, making this one of the most successful National Weeks on 

Writing yet. 

Bree Scott, who develops social media and design for the Writing Center, created graphics to 

provide clues to the locations of each journal, which were posted on the Writing Center’s 

Facebook page throughout the day, along with photos of the journal in its hiding place. Taylor French, Writing Tutor, and 

Dominique Dusek, Graduate Assistant, set out on campus to hide the various journals, some of them hidden as far as St. Charles     

    Borromeo to De La Salle. A total of 13 journals were hidden on campus. 

Ashley Zizich, a senior and English major, searched the campus, decoding clues in hopes of  

finding one of the hidden journals. She found one in the Aviation Building. “. . . My daughter  

Emelia saw [my journal] and immediately grabbed it and admired it . . . She wanted to start  

writing about the dreams she has at night . . . So, I told her she could have it and she was super 

excited and started decorating it right away and said it’s her ‘dream journal.’” said Zizich. “I love 

that she gets excited about having a journal to write things in because I know she will use it. I love 

that Emelia has a love of writing in her!” 

The Journal Hunt is a fun, community-centered event, encouraging writers to seek out journals, 

just as we hope they seek out opportunities to use writing in their daily lives. Congratulations to all 

of the writers who decoded the clues and found journals! 

WC tutors and V.A. student worker collect cards!  

Emelia poses with her dream journal. 
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 Congratulations, Tutors!   

As the semester comes to        

an end, tutor and ESL/ELL 

Specialist Alexis Alzona  

prepares for her internship 

in the spring. Alexis is  

working on a Bachelor’s  

degree in Athletic Training, 

and she has been a part of 

the Flyerette team while at Lewis University. She hopes to  

combine her passion for dancing and dedication to athletic  

training.  

Having joined us in Fall 2015, Alexis has built a strong rapport 

with many Lewis writers. Writers Alexis worked with shared she 

taught them how to more effectively approach their writing  

assignments and that she always provided plenty of helpful  

resources.  

Alexis’ energetic, enthusiastic personality has enhanced the  

positive atmosphere in our Center. We are sure that Alexis will 

bring that same enthusiasm and passion to the athletes in her  

internship.  

Congratulations, Alexis. 

By Ashley Castillo  

We would like to  

congratulate tutor Angelica 

Estrada as she prepares to 

student teach this Spring. 

She will graduate in May 

with a Bachelor’s degree in 

Secondary Education with 

a focus in English  

Language Arts. After  

graduation, Angelica plans to 

commission as an officer in the U.S. Army.   

During the five semesters she has worked with us, Angelica has 

become a dependable and dedicated tutor. Many writers have 

shared how Angelica helped them to feel more confident when 

revising and organizing their writing.   

Angelica explains that she has grown more confident and  

comfortable in helping others with their writing projects and 

skills, as well as in her own writing, and hopes to apply her  

experiences at the Writing Center to her teaching.  

Best wishes, Angelica. 

 Farewell and Congratulations, Ashley C!  

      Set to student teach in the spring, Writing Center Graduate Assistant and Graduate  

Writing Specialist Ashley Castillo will be completing her final semester as the  

Administrative G.A. in the Writing Center. Currently, Ashley is completing her Master’s in 

Secondary Education with an endorsement in Middle Level Education and a certificate for 

bilingual instruction. While Ashley regrets leaving her WC family, she is excited to embark 

on the next phase of her career and to begin student teaching.  

A longstanding member of the WC team, Ashley started her career in the Writing Center as 

an undergraduate tutor in Fall 2012. After earning her Bachelor’s degree in English with an 

emphasis in Professional and Creative Writing in Spring 2014, she returned to Lewis to  

pursue graduate studies and to fulfill the role as the Writing Center’s administrative G.A. 

Writers and tutors alike will miss being greeted by Ashley’s smiling face every morning. For 

years, Ashley has overseen more than just office duties at the WC; Ashley has served as a 

fundamental part of the WC team. She has been our cheerleader, always eager to provide encouragement and support, as well as our 

resident APA guru, perpetually ready to answer questions and offer advice.  

During her time in the Writing Center, Ashley has acted as a mentor for many of the Writing Center tutors and staff. When Writing 

Center Graduate Assistant Dominique Dusek first began her role as the Public Relations G.A., Ashley helped guide her through her 

first semester, providing Dominique with advice and encouragement. She shares, “Ashley is an incredible person and an amazing 

G.A. I have no doubt that she will also be a fantastic teacher. While I’m sad to lose her as a part of our team, I know she will  

accomplish incredible things and I’m excited to hear what she takes on next.” Ashley is a bright, hardworking student who was  

immeasurably dedicated to her role as a G.A. She loves helping people, and the tutors and writers she has worked with are grateful 

for her thorough knowledge, sharp wit, and generous nature. Congratulations to Ashley for all of her success.  

 

 Alexis A.     Angelica E.   

By Ashley Castillo  
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Need Help with Listening in English?   

Do you find listening to English challenging? Are you interested in 
learning new strategies for improving your conversation skills? The 
Writing Center is developing a new workshop geared towards  
helping ELLs with improving their listening skills.  
 
One way that we can improve our listening skills is by examining 
what we do when we listen in our native language. Below is an  
example of one of the many strategies we use when listening in our 
native language, which will be discussed in the spring workshop.  
 
What do we do when we listen in our native language? 
We use reduced forms: Native speakers often push words  

together when they speak, making several words sound like 
one. They also leave words out of phrases relying on one or 
two words to convey a lot of meaning.  
Example: “What did you all do?” sounds like “Whadyalldo?” 

The answer to “When will you be back?” might be 
“Tomorrow, maybe.”  These two words express the 
thought “I might be back tomorrow, but I might not.” 

 
Here is a strategy to use: Context can help a lot here, but these 

irregular forms will become more familiar with time. Don’t be 
afraid to ask a question like this one, “Sorry, I didn’t catch 
that.” This is less formal than “Could you please repeat that” 
and fits more naturally into casual conversation.    

    
Language learners often learn only full forms in class, and these 
reduced forms can be confusing because they may sound like a 
completely new word or an incomplete idea. Reduced forms  
appear most frequently in casual conversation.  
 
Be sure to check your email for more information about this  
upcoming workshop on improving your listening skills! If you are 
struggling with listening in English, please make an appointment 
with one of our ELL specialists at lewisu.edu/appointment.  

 

The Writing Center would like to congratulate tutor and  

Graduate Writing Specialist Sam Gennett on the upcoming 

publication of her chapbook Schadenfreude! Her collection of 

poetry will be a part of Dancing Girl Press’s chapbook series 

and will be available in February/March 2018.  

Sam collaborated with her peers and created poetry in  

Advanced Creative Writing with Dr. Simone Muench. As part of 

her final project, Sam compiled a chapbook containing poems 

she workshopped with her peers. Its title, Schadenfreude, is “a 

German word that means to take pleasure out of someone else’s 

misfortune,” which follows some of the themes explored in her 

poetry—descension, fall from grace, and when good things turn 

sour. 

Classmate and collaborator Haley Rension explained, “Sam 

Gennett is a writer who finds the quirky in the ordinary and the 

imaginative in the mundane. Her pieces bleed good vibes as if 

penned by a flower child but are often undercut with a  

subterranean vein of dark realism making them a unique  

expression of her voice as a strong, female writer.”  

Upon the suggestion of Dr. 

Muench, Sam submitted her  

chapbook to Dancing Girl Press . 

“I had to reread the acceptance 

about twelve times and I am so 

honored that my little book 

found a home with Dancing Girl 

Press,” Sam shared. 

 

 
By Jasmine Castillo, ESL Coordinator   

Congratulations, Sam!  

The Writing Center 

congratulates tutor 

Julia Mach as she  

prepares to student 

teach in the Spring. 

She has been a part of 

the Writing Center 

staff since Fall 2016 

and became part of our 

ESL/ELL Specialists 

group last Spring. 

Julia will graduate in May with a Bachelor’s degree in English 

and Secondary Education as well as a certification in Athletic 

Coaching. She plans to be a Lasallian Volunteer for two years 

after graduation, helping others around the country and  

spreading the Lasallian mission and also plans on earning a 

Master’s degree in School Counseling or Social Work.  

Best wishes, Julia.  

By Ashley Castillo 

The Writing Center would like to congratulate tutor and ESL/

ELL Specialist, Melissa Lonero, on her upcoming student 

teaching experience. She will be graduating this upcoming May 

with a Bachelor’s degree in Special Education with a minor in 

Psychology. Melissa plans on continuing her education in grad 

school to expand her knowledge on new and best teaching  

practices when working with diverse student populations. 

Melissa first joined our tutoring staff in the Fall of 2015 and 

became part of the ESL/ELL 

Specialist group last Spring. 

Many writers who worked with 

Melissa have shared how  

patient and kind she is and 

how she has helped them to 

feel more confident about  

writing. 

Congratulations, Melissa.  

 Melissa L.    Julia M.  



 
JFR Launches 14th Issue 

On November 30th, the Jet Fuel Review editors launched 

their 14th issue of contemporary poetry, fiction, creative  

nonfiction, and art from writers and artists across the nation. 

After receiving almost 500 submissions, the editors  

hand-selected the best writing and artwork, showcasing a  

diversity of voices. In addition to curating the literary journal 

every semester, JFR maintains a blog to further endorse a 

community of writers and artists. Editors blog about a wide 

range of art-oriented subjects beyond literature such as film, 

music, and comic books; the blog synthesizes an array of  

artistic disciplines, which provides subscribers with daily 

posts, offering Lewis students and faculty the opportunity to 

have their creative work featured online.  

At the 14th issue launch, Lewis faculty, alumni, and editors 

read select poetry and prose. This issue showcased  

international artist Jamea Richmond-Edwards, whose works 

are in the permanent collection of private collectors across the 

country and the Embassy of the United States in Dakar  

Senegal. JFR features her art both on the cover as well as in 

the issue.  

“We are so proud of the entire issue, but I am especially 

pleased with the art section this semester because we have 

such a variety of beautiful art,” said Zakiya Cowan, Assistant 

Managing Editor.  

Writing Center tutors and JFR editors Sam Gennett, Bree 

Scott, and Noah Slowik spent their time reading submissions 

all semester to select the best works for the 14th issue. Chelsea  

     Kuhel and Michael Bulfin, 

Graduate Writing  

Specialists, also participated 

in JFR this semester by 

reading poems from the 

latest issue at the launch 

amongst the other guest 

readers including faculty 

members Dr. Chuck  

Crowder (Physics), Dr. Mike 

McFerron (Music), Rocio 

Rodriguez (Foreign  

Language), and English 

alumnae Jess Jordan and 

Kelly Lyons. Check out Issue 

14 and previous issues at jetfuelreview.com!  

Windows and Remind 

By Sam Gennett   

 

Every semester, the Writing 

Center offers free writing 

workshops to provide  

writers with the instruction 

and support needed to help 

develop and strengthen 

their writing process and 

their writing projects. To 

benefit students working on research intensive writing, the WC has 

partnered with research librarians to revamp the existing Research 

Writing Workshop to create a new workshop geared toward  

students working on a challenging research assignment, literature 

reviews.  

WC staff noticed an increasing trend in the number of students 

seeking help with research-related writing including literature  

reviews and research proposals. To provide additional support to 

the Lewis writing community, Writing Center Director Dr. Jen  

Consilio reached out to Head of Library Instruction and Research  

Andrew Lenaghan to collaborate on creating a joint workshop  

opportunity to emphasize integrating research, using citation styles 

appropriately, and using the library’s databases and services. By 

enlisting the help of research librarians, the WC aims to provide 

further support for writers looking to build research skills and learn 

more about the demands of common research writing genres. 

Lenaghan shares, “These workshops allow students to experience 

the holistic relationship between writing and information, and also 

teach them necessary skills, like information evaluation and  

contextual understanding of how relevant information is used to 

support ideas.” 

In 2015, The WC and Research Librarians collaborated by offering 

Joint sessions. During these sessions, the writer, writing tutor, and 

research librarian all play active roles in the writing process.  

Writing tutors offer writing support, showing writers how to  

integrate and synthesize information from their sources, how to 

paraphrase sources without plagiarizing and how to cite  

information appropriately. Additionally, Research Librarians  

advise students how to use the library’s databases to find research, 

assist in locating specific kinds of sources, and offer general  

information about the library services available to students.  

The WC is excited to continue building partnerships with the  

Research Librarians to help support Lewis writers with their  

writing and research needs. For additional information regarding 

free workshop offerings and opportunities, contact Dr. Jen Consilio 

at 815-836-5727.  

Co-Hosted Workshops 

Dr. Jen Consilio 

Writing Center Director  

consilje@lewisu.edu 

(815) 836-5727 

For more information: 


