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This year, Lewis University begins a new and exciting

project to demonstrate the institution's ongoing

commitment to create a more sustainable campus.

Students may have noticed a new fee in their statement

listed as "Sustainability Fee" in the amount of $5 per

semester for full-time undergraduates. This fee is the

first step in the realization of a green fund to support

the annual Come Clean, Go Green competition that

engages Lewis students in eco-activism on our campus.

In administrating the sustainability fee, Lewis follows

the lead of universities across the country that utilize

the funds to reduce their community's ecological

footprint. 
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The Lewis University Sustainability Council has

coordinated Come Clean, Go Green since 2013. The

competition, developed by Dr. Simone Muench, is

dedicated to generating ideas on how to make our

campus a greener, more sustainable place to work

and learn. The ideas, in the form of a project

proposal, come from Lewis students. Students

would submit a proposal with detailed description

of how their idea makes the campus more

sustainable, along with a plan how to implement

the idea within a $600 budget. A panel of faculty

and staff evaluated the proposals and selected a

winner who received an award. 

      Between 2013 and 2017, the winning proposals

addressed issues such as water conservation

through the installation of efficient laminar-flow

showerheads, sustainable energy sourcing through

a solar power shed, and habitat loss prevention 

COME CLEAN, GO GREEN

COMPETITION

through creation of the Monarch

butterfly sanctuary.

      While the competition succeeded

in getting the students involved in

thinking sustainably, the proposed

projects were seldom implemented on

a grand scale. The Sustainability

Council and Student Club recognized

that placing the sole responsibility of

implementation on the winning

project's author with little assistance

from university organizations may

be a reason why the projects were

not realized. In 2018, student club

members, Jessica Oliver, Timothy

Collins, and Alexandra Laniewski,

under the mentorship of Dr. Jerry

Kavouras, authored the Lewis

University Sustainability Fee

Proposal to revitalize, expand, and

improve the Come Clean, Go Green

competition. The proposal was

approved by the Student Senate and

ultimately the Lewis University

Board of Trustees. 
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Lewis is now one of many schools across the United States

that will benefit from sustainability fees that support such

projects like water gardens, composting programs, Earth Day

events, and other applicable programs. In addition, Lewis

University participates in the Illinois Campus Sustainability

Compact. In 2013, the office of the Governor of Illinois issued

an award marking the achievement of the Silver Level of

commitment. To reach the Bronze level, our Campus created

the Sustainability Committee, and developed a website

dedicated to sustainability. The new and continued efforts, like

increasing student involvement, setting measurable goals for

sustainability, green purchasing, an annual sustainability

event, and "work with the community to further a common

goal of sustainability," earned Lewis the Silver Level.

      The Green Fund, through the Come Clean, Go Green,

allows students to propose larger scale initiatives and to fully

engage in their implementation. As a result, the University

continues to reduce its impact on the environment, while the

students gain important resume-building experience in project

creation and execution. Any unused funds will accumulate

over time to fund larger student projects. 

      The new changes, implemented under John Lerczak's

guidance, will allow the University to champion environmental

stewardship, manage costs through efficient practices, and

become certified on different 'green' or 'eco-friendly' levels -

ultimately, becoming a more beautiful, sustainable campus. 

     

WE ARE LEWIS UNIVERSITY - 

THE GREEN COLLEGE
In 2017, The Princeton
Review named Lewis
University one of the
top green colleges in
the nation. 
 

As The Princeton Review's

Senior VP-Publisher Robert

Franek asserts, "Lewis

University ... makes

exceptional commitments to

sustainability, from

academics and career prep to

campus clubs and

initiatives.”

 

For more information on the Sustainability

Club and how to join, visit us at

https://www.lewisu.edu/sustainability/invol

ved.htm

To learn about guidelines go to

https://www.lewisu.edu/sustainability/gogre

en.htm and to submit your proposal

https://www.lewisu.edu/sustainability/come

-clean-go-green/index.htm

If you have any questions, please email John

Lerczak at jlerczak@lewisu.edu
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NEWS FROM THE

SUSTAINABILITY CLUB

Written by Kari Tetlow

Maintaining a way of life that will ensure that

there are enough resources for future generations

is the underlying goal of sustainability. On campus,

the Sustainability Club’s goal is to promote ways in

which the Lewis community can learn about and

get involved in a life that can preserve the earth’s

natural resources. We encourage students from all

majors to join the club and share the insights from

their disciplines. For example, I never knew much

about sustainability, before I took Christian Social

Teaching, a course that involved serving with the

Student Sustainability club. As a sociology major, I

was skeptical at first, because I did not know much

about the environment. However, as the semester

moved forward, I learned so much from the events

that I attended. I found that sustainability has to do

with everything in my life, including sociology—

people need proper resources to live, but if those

resources are scarce, such community suffers.

Anyone can participate and find a passion for

sustainability, regardless of their field of study. 

Sustainability efforts are multifaceted,

informed by all disciplines,

from the natural sciences to social sciences

to humanities. Sustainability can

be incorporated in all aspects of daily life.

During this semester, we did a lot.

We sold reusable straws to raise

money for our recycled cap

project, while promoting the idea

of reducing our single-use plastic

that ends up in the oceans and

harms marine life. Lucero Flores

from the Sierra Club gave a

presentation on the Clean Energy

Jobs Act, a bill that would benefit

society as a whole—cleaner air,

more jobs, accessible

transportation, etc. After this

presentation, members were ready

to advocate for the 100% renewable

energy development. A few weeks

ago, we worked to clean up the

Fairmont community, an area

with inadequate trash pickup. In

addition, the club, along with

Lewis physics students and the

Will County Land Use Department,

hosted the 6th Annual Pumpkin

Pitch—electronic recycling,

document shredding, and

catapulting pumpkins were the

main events. Overall, our club

advisor, John Lerczak, and

members are dedicated to creating

an environment where we can do

better for the world and still have

fun doing so.
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JOIN US!


